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studied, supervised the study of higher education, would like to
see this actually put into place. If you remember, when the
report came out there was a tremendous amount of conversation
and observation and debate and discussion, lots of what-if sorts
of scenarios, some of those centered around the fact that where
I think we, as a group of people that oversaw the study saw the
recommendations as being recommendations to provide coordination
authority that doesn't exist now, some of the criticism that
came out was of a further decentralization of the ability to
coordinate. And that certainly is not true. What the report
did is it made a firm differentiation between t he co n c e pt s o f
c oordina t i n g an d of g ove r n a n ce, gov er na n c e being t h e
responsibility of manning the day-to-day operations, hiring the
president, hiring the s taff, setting rules for the way the
i ns t i t u t i on wi l l op er at e , supervising th e staff, making
maintenance types of decisions, making decisions on what student
p ol ic y wi l l be , on wh at f acu l t y p ol i cy wi l l be . All of those
decisions, the consultants felt could be made bette r by a
local...I don't mean local in the sense of geographic local but
institutional basis with boards that have only one function and
that is m aking sure that t hat institution f unct i o n s on a
day-to-day basis, that the coordination function t hough m a k i n g
sure all seven of those campuses function together as a system,
a system that is able to allocate resources, set priorities,
provide rol e and mis sion types of decisions a nd p r o v i d e
enforcement of those decisions is better made by a stat e l ev e l
Board o f Re gen t s . There's a l o t o f discussion about the
relative division of power in that sort of arrangement. So
L B 1141' s p r i ma r y function, as I can see it, is to demonstrate
to the people, as they go to vote on LR 239CA, how the s ystem i s
likely to look. So we think it's important that the Legislature
actually acts upon this. O n the o t h e r h a n d , if LB 1141 sits
here on ou r b i l l desk and moves no further along the system,
LR 239 will still...if it goes on, will still, in fact, be voted
on by the people. So I think it's important whether you agree
with LR 23 9CA o r disagree with LR 239CA that we mold LB 1141
into what could be a coherent system and that we advance this on
a long t h r o ugh t h e p r o c e s s . I t ' s not quite...I told Senator
Warner I was g oi ng to try to make the argument that this is
real l y l i k e an A bi l l t h a t oug h t t o keep u p wi t h LR 2 3 9 C A. I t ' s
not quite that type of relationship but it really is one that I
think you ought to move L B 11 4 1 on t o t he next s t ag e of
consideration. so it will be there along wi t h L R 2 39CA so when we
consider L R 2 39CA on Se l ec t Fi l e t h at i t wi l l be able t o . . . t h e
i mplementat i o n l eg i s l at i o n w i l l b e ab l e t o co me a l ong w i t h t h a t .
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