March 16, 1990 LB 931

CLERK: Nr. President, 931 was a bill introduced by the
Government, M litary and Veterans Affairs Conmittee and signed
by its menbers.  (Read title.) The bill was introduced on
January 3 of this year, at that time referred to the Governnent
Conmittee for public hearing. | do have comm ttee amendments
pending, Nr. President.

PRESIDENT: Senator Baack, please.

SENATOR BAACK:  Yes, Nr. President and col | eagues, LB 931 was a
result...resulted fromlast summer when there Was 5 ryling...a
letter written by the Attorney General to Secretary of gtate
Al'len Beermann. And in the letter the Attorney Ganeral st ated
that it was his opinion that an NRD board menmber who was
subsequently elected to a Class | school board had automatically
vacated his seat on the NRD board and this wa based on the
statute that provides that you can only hold one elective office
in the State of Nebraska. The green ¢o of LB 931 was
introduced and we had a public hearing on that,.py The committee
was not very well pleased with the green copy of 931 and we
sinply introduced a bill so that we could have a public hearing.
I think that the commttee struggled with this for quite a while
in an Executive Session trying to decide what we ante to do
with this issue and how we were going to deal WltH tqﬂs i'ssue.
If you ook at the green copy, ?/ou will see what the green .
did. It said that you could hold one certain kind of office BRY
you coul dn't hol d another kind of office and it kind of provided
a list, a grocery list of things that you could serve two
offices in. The conmittee was not confortable with {pat. Vié
said that there was no real rationale for doing that and
providing that kind of a Iaundr¥ list.  |nstead what _the
committee did, and these are what the committee anendnents are,
It Says, WlthtV\D eXCGptIOnS, any person that's holdlng one
elective office could hold any otherelective office’in the
state. This is the only thing that we could come up with to
deal with this problemand it is a problemthat we need to deal
with i mredi ately because there are a | ot of people out there who
are holding two offices now who are kind of left limbo and
that is one of the reasons that we need to deal with this in
this session. The two exceptions to the rule are that
legislators, menbers of the Legislature and constitutional
officers could only one elective offjice. Those are the only two

exceptions to the rule. Those are...it also provides ip the
Constitution that |egislators and constitutional officers cannot
hold two offices. I think that with that it's a very sinple
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