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This bill providing $1 million is onlyafirst st ep. It's not
going to solve all of the problens, but it's a good faith effort

to create a credibleprogramthat people can take some

confidence in or place confidence in. |f you will look at the
conmittee statement, you will notice the nunber of the |arger
busi nesses havi ng sent representatives down here to speak for
the bill, even the Chamber of Commerce. be hon | feel
sonmewhat unconfortable in that conpany, but en you ﬁave a good
idea it draws a lot of different interests together. Last

summer various businesses in Omaha col |l ected seven hundred and
sonet hing thousand dollars that they spent for recreational
purposes. Nothing wong with that. I'"mglad that they did
But this offers something nore substantial, sonething of
permanence because it creates a fund from whi ch | oans can be
made to produce businesses. Those businesses are not all going
to succeed, but the ones which do will pay back what they owe
pl us whatever the interest rate happens to be depending 4 tnpe

amount of risk entailed with the |oan and that money will be
avail able for others. So I'mhoping that this pj will nove
forward. The other day Senator Hefner and | were on an
amendnent and he had said that if our being 44 that amendment
caused a snowstorm, so be it, and the next thing that would
complete it was for himto see the Governor and | on something.
Senator Hefner, that day has arrived. | hope you will support
this bill and i f you have any questions, I'm prepared to gnswer
them.

PRESIDENT: Thank you.  senator Ashford, please, followed by

Senator Wesely.

SENATOR ASHFORD: Thank you, Nr. President and colleagues. |

stand in strong suypport of Senator Chanbers' bjll and it is
interesting to observe this grand alliance that has been . .

bet ween Senator Chanbers, the Chanber of Commerce, the Gover
and maybe others in this body, but | really, {4 reviewi ng the
bills that have come before us this year andthe new proposals,
| guess this one fromthe beginning of the session giruck me as
the nost interesting and maybe the nobst significant o all the
bills that we dealt with, at least for Omha. Tne two things
that | think are of interest to me, one is that it is a program
which can be sustained. S0 many times we dump efforts,
certainly, and to sone degree, ppney into areas of the city that
need econoni ¢ devel opnent and then Walk, t0o gsome extent, walk

away from those projects wthin a short period of time after
they start. And this bill has a sustaining function which, or a
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