March 16, 1990 LB 899, 1031

SENATOR SCHM T: ... perhaps Governor Or and mysel f m ght yet
constitute a mpgjority, I'mnot sure, but | would hope s
PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senat or Scofield, please, followed by

Senator Moore.

SENATOR SCOFI ELD: Thank you, M. President and nenbers, d
to cl arify apparently sone things that are and are not al rea(eiy
done. bill was originally introduced as a potato
speci al i st b| II sinply because ny people out there who need this
potato person desperately could have yet another heari n% e
coul d be updated on that process of where we were in that who\fve
ongoi ng change of staff out at Panhandl e Station | have to
tell you, had the comttee not put the potato spemeﬂlst in the
mainline bill, this bill would not have been the vehicle to
allow Kearney to do this. | would agree with the priority for
the agricultural specialists that are in the bill not only
potato, but some of the other agricultural priorities thatare
in the mainline bill. There seens to be some confusion apout

that and, Senator Lynch, we' re going to grow pot atoes in the
Panhandl e for the next generation of |ynches,

This bill | think has been openly and honestly descrl bed OP vﬁwat

we propose to do with it. It could have been any bill, frankly,

as the vehicle to do this and you should not be conf used by the
process here and by some of the rhetoric that's been thrown
about this morning. So the questionhere is, do you think
Kearney has the need for the gpace and do you wish to give
Kearney the opportunity to address those needs in, frankly, g
more cost efficient manner | think +than some of the current

activi ties that are under way? I mi ght add that while weg|

recogni ze that agriculture is the backbone of Nebraska, the kind
of student that goes o Kearne St ate quite ofte an
agricul tural background, quite o¥ten will return to tq]ose ar ns
and ranches and to those cities, e hope because if they don't
they go some place else. And so it's inportant that we give a
good facility, good classroomspace to an institution g

inportant as any of the state colleges and, frankly, Kearney is
the flagship institution and growing very rapidly , so it's

justifiable activity and there really isn't good reason for thé
kind of concern | think that's being expressed out here. This
is right up front and it's easy to understand | think the ggt of
priorities that are hereand how this particular bill is being
proposed to be used as a vehicle to address peeds at Kearney,
but we have not |eft the potato specialist out. That is

addressed in LB 1031. Thank you.
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