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maj ority of . Kearney' s Education Department program space and
some Education Department personnel are c u r r ent ly ho used in
Founders Hall. So the need statement that i s e n v i s i oned he r e
reflects a need for o ver 3 7 , 0 0 0 sq u a r e feet fo r Ke arney's
Education Department and that o bviously do e sn ' t compare v e r y
favorably with that 27,000 squ a re f eet that is currently
available in Copeland Hall for re»ovation. So the next planning
step associated with Copeland Hall renovation would result in a
proposal of not only a renovation of that building, but an
addit ion t o t h e b u il d i n g a s w e l l . The committee amendments to
899 would give Kearney State the r esources necessary t o e x p l o r e
the possibility of a more cost efficient alternative t o t he
addition of a thi rd floor to F ound e r s Hall and a p r obable
addition to Copeland Hall. That alternative should, I t hi nk ,
much more effectively address the space needs at Kearney. So in
summary, here is what the committee amendments do. They direct
that this alternative project should retain the space priorities
similar to those represented by the Founders Hall and Copeland
H all pr o p osal s an d that is for classroom and faculty office
space fo r Soc i al S ciences a n d Ed u c a t i o n . The co mmittee
amendments also direct that the s pace avai l a b l e i n C o pe l and Ha l l
for possible future renovation should continue to be considered
in terms of the alternative project. Item 3 would be toi denti f y a pot e nt i al site for new construction of a classroom
b uilding . Pr o b ably a t th i s p o i n t i t wo u l d b e that vacant lot
north of Founders Hall and east of Copeland Hall. And it would
finally limit the consideration of new construction to no more
than 50 ,000 g r o ss square feet with the logic for this limitation
b eing t hat Foun d e r s Hall third floor proposal represents
approximately, as I said earlier, o nly the 2 7 , 00 0 sq u a r e feet .
The space needs for Education alone are at l ea s t 10 , 0 0 0 s quare
feet in excess of space currently available in Copeland Hall and
there exists needs for additional general classroom space on the
Kearney State Campus which are not currently addressed in either
the Founders Hal l addition or the Copeland Hall renovation
proposals. So the good news is that Kearney State is growing.
The bad news i s we' re not providing adequate c lassroom a nd
o ff ic e spa c e for students there, and so we' re u s ing LB 899 t o
enable us to get started on a ddressing t hos e space n e ed s a t
Kearney. I would ask you to adopt the committee amendments.

PRESIDENT: Thank you . Senator Schmit, please, followed by
Senator Langford, Senator Warner and S enator Ly n ch . Senator
Schmit.
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