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2 percent bec a use that is what the law provides. But th en. the
doctors and the hospitals and everybody else that causes those
health rates would also have to live with 2 percent at the same
time, and private industry that provides gravel and all of the
other things you need, the food to feed the prisoners and t h e
rest, it w ould be interesting if that applied, wouldn' t i t ?
Don't you think it ought to? When we talk about caps later on,
keep that in mind. I think we ought to keep in mind it should
apply to everybody, too, including state institutions, not j ust
jurisdictions of government like cities, c ount i es , a n d s c h o o l s .
But in t his part icular case, I appr ec i at e t ha t t h e
Appropriations Committee, just like Senator Wesely said, did put
the bill out and we do get at least an increase from minimum
w age to f i v e b u c k s . For some of you that t ake ca r e o f t h e se
people who really need it so badly, it is still a kick in the
butt as far as I am concerned, but it is something. And i t i s
scandalou s t h at we can find these millions and millions of
dollars to build all these buildings and we can't seem t o f i nd
the kind of money we need to pay the poorest of the poor to help
the sickest, the sickest that can't stay in the hospital any
more, are kicked out because they have no more money left.

. .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute

SENATOR LYNCH: . ..to stay. So I have to tell you at t he sam e
time I am grateful, I am dissatisfied as well because our whole
sense of priorities is screwed u p, o b v i o u s l y , whe n something
like this can't be funded. So I want to promise those people
that served on the committee, that we will be b ac k ne xt year
with the remaining parts of this legislation and, hopefully, at
that point in time, you folks for the next two years will
support the legislation and fund it for these people that mean
so much to the people they serve and the money they can save all

SPEAKER BARRETT: A ny o t h e r d i scu s s i o n on the com mittee
amendments? Senator Warner, would you like to close?

SENATOR WARNER: Again, Mr. President, I want to clearly
indicate that, as I indicated in the opening, that the committee
amendment, yes, it does reduce the cost. This i s one o f the
b i l l s t h a t w e a re i n co mpet i t i on w i t h A b i l l s , t h at t he m a j o ri t y
of t he b ody wou l d wish to appropriate the funds for the full
request, certainly you could make a case for that. What our
committee amendment d id , we , r ecog n i z i n g that this was in

of us in health care costs.
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