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Senator Wesely, want to tell you | don't intend to offer any

amendnents or suggest we vote against the comhttee anendnent s,

which would have the same effect because qe commi ttee
anendnents were defeated, it would return the b|| to the form
that we sent it to the Appropriations Conmittee, which would
include funding all three of theareasdescribed by Senator

Warner. However, | do want to point out to you that the people

that do this kind of work don't bel ong to any union, gpgthey

don't ~ work in _any other...nmost of them have no  other

opportunity . They are not given benefits because of that, g

when you | ook at two bucks an hour or even nini num wage, you are
not |ooking at other kind of benefits that they may receive,
like health and accident, like a pension program or any other
kind of an enpl oyment benefit nmost peopl e receive. Al SO,  most

inportantly, at a time that we have sych high nedical costs, the

nost inportant thing we can do is to find aPternatlves to people

being institutionalized in hospitals, and nore and nore, glven

the DRG system established by President Reagan ¢ome vea

where, in fact, deadlines are established for about 405

procedures and, in fact, sone people put out of insti tutl ons
soneti mes they ¢laimbefore their time, most times | hope not
and don't think so, but, nevertheless, still needing sone help,

caregiving isvital and importantand it appliep not just to
elderly people but those peopl e who are physically disa) . g
because of automobile accidents, motorcycle accidents, r
whatever it nmight be. Try to find somebody for 3.70 an hour who
would come in at, say, three o' clock or two o clock in the
af t ernoon when sonebody you | ove conmes home from the hospl t al
and they need to be there because they are in a wheel chair, they
can't go to the bathroomby thenselves, can't eat, can't go up
and down stairs, are incontinent, and it is difficult.

tough work, and it is a terrible thing that we can only pay them

this much to do this important work, indeed. It also is
probably the most, if not the most, one of the most
cost-effective things we cando. The nore help we can give in
the formof caregiving, the less we will have to consider
continually raising in an al nost obnoxi ous way health care costs
as we know them today. | have got to throw this in, too, an
editorial conmrent, when we talk about capping off how nuch
governments can spend, it would be interestin for us to

consider at the same time if we cap off at 2 percenf, 51| thirgd

party, second party, and first party people doing bu5| ness with
t hat juri sdi ction. For eXaerl e, if a health insuranc com any
says your heal th insurance costs are going to go up f8 perc

the jurisdiction because thereis a cap would say, no only
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