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believe was the number, that was heard by t he Government
Committee , wh i ch I t h i nk , as I recall, was to also authorize a
study in this area, in this area of the state and f or t h i s
purpose with an appropriation I think of 35,000. I was
wondering if there was somebody her e f r om the Government
Committee, I see it is still in committee, at least on the white
sheet, could explain what action, if any, the Government
Committee took, or why, or maybe Senator Haberman knows, b ut I
thought that might be helpful to know what the thinking was of
the Government Committee on this issue.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h an k y o u . S enator E l mer .

SENATOR ELMER: Thank y ou , M r . Sp e a ker , and members . I agree
that we need to look into the way things are going with our
social services and the w ay t h i n g s ha v e bee n del i v e red out
there, and especially in the area of foster children. One
incident last summer, foster parents who are v e r y r espon s i b l e
people, have two young children, the Social Services had
demanded that the children be given to their natural mother, who
had a history of substance abuse and depression, a t l e as t o n c e a
week fo r an ou t i n g . She picked them up one Saturday a fte r noon ,
drove directly through my hometown to a railroad crossing and
killed herself and her two children by driving the car in f ront
of a train. Thes e k ind of incidences, I think, n eed t o b e
looked into. I would support Senator Haberman's motion.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Wesely, followed by S enators Ko r s h o j

SENATOR WESELY: Thank y o u . Mr. S peak e r , members, I c an
appreciate the concern of Senator Haberman. I t h as b een a
concern I have had as well about making sure that all citizens
in this state have access to decent human services, t hat a
social service system is able to help all individuals, whether
they be i n ur ba n o r r u r a l ar ea s , and I think, obviously, over
the years, we have tried to do what we can in this Legislature
to achieve that goal. One of the ways in which we c an a c h ie v e
that goal is a b il l p end i n g o n F i n a l R e a d i ng , L B 7 2 0 , which
would i n c r e ase t h e c a seworkers . One of the real problems we
have had along the lines Senator Haberman is talking about is
inadequate staff to meet the workload that they have, and a s a
result, we have had high turnover, we have had problems as have
been identified, and, hopefully, that would be one step to take
forward. I have no problem with the idea of further examining

a nd Scof i e l d .
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