March 15, 1990 LB 1031

noney down for the helicopter, you have to wait until it' s
delivered when you would probably pay for the rest of it. pgy
if you believe in this sort of thing, then you ought to it

| want to say one nore thing. W' re going to spend $8.5 m|lion
for new capital construction for prisons. We're going to spend
| think $18,000 a year to keep people in {he prisons. Vel | |
ladies and gentlenmen, the use of proper equipnent, proper |aw
enforcement equi pment, the proper personnel, can keep people out
of prison. Isn't it a lot better to keep themout of prison and
not have to expend that money on incarceration and not eyen
thi nking about the | oss of the human being to society'? |adies
and gentlenen, just look at it as a purel i i i
8.5 ?n I'1ion forJ new facilities, 18,000 but):/ksegoygar? Ctélkteue%t Itﬂgm
in there, just money. Vell, we' re going to be under court
order, they said. |It's too bad, gs | said the ot her day, .that
the court can't order us to properly fund | aw enforcenent in an
effort to deter crinme. That would be, | believe, the wisest
investment we could nmake. | would suggest that the helicopter
is a good investment. | would suggest that it s a serious
situation when we allow ourselves to be deluded into thinking
that an 11-year-o|d prece of equ| pn"ent js adequate for the
Hi ghway Patrol to carry out their functions. | would ask that
you support the amendnent.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. |s there di scussion on the Schmit
anendnent ? Senat or Warner.

SENATOR WARNER: Well, Nr. President and menbers of the
Legi slature, | have no argument about keeping the equi prment up
In fact, | always get annoyed when we tal k about replacenent’ of
a|r|craft that it be;:orres a big political issue that the state is
replacing an aircraft. |n this particular case, i
accurate, as i ndicated by Senpat or Schnmit, is tﬁar}e't'hvé’rhgtis Iosne
hel i copter currently in the patrol which is years old. I

think there is around 41,000 appropriated this session for
overhauling that engine. what the amendment does is provide, gg

he indicated, a million dgllars for, | believe they are
seven-passenger, at | east what t heywere | ooking at, fype of
helicopter. Senator Schmit did have a bill introduced, i \as
LB 1223, which brought the issue to us. As | recall, it was not

in the patrol' s request for this tinme and, aswas indicated,

there is a waiting list for this type of equipnment that [ ,ns 2
couple of years, at |east, fromthe tinme that it can be bought.
I think the reasons which we dijd not put out the bill was

probably ~beings of a number of items, one is the issue of
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