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area that they grow up in, principally, those who grow up on
farms and in snall towns, intrying to attract those peopl e back
because they grew upin thoseareas. And, nunber two, famly
practitioners are probably the main people who are going to
return to a rural practice. |[t's goinlg to be difficult, a5
said, to attract a medical specialist to [ocate in an area |[jke
Franklin or Ord or Atkinson or sone of those areas, so| think
this programis designed to try and bring fanily practitioners
back to rural areas of our state that desperat e?ly need doct ors.
And | know Senator Rogers is in a good situation ijn Ord wtere
they have a | ot of doctors at this tinme. gy ithin three to
four or five years, | know when | was in Od nott ong " ago they
were telling me, yeah,we' rein a good situation today, but we
have the chance at least of some of these people retiripg
ot hers noving away and we could be in a very desperate S|¥uapi on
ina very short time. And with three hospitals closing |ast
Ev)ear in Nebraska, one of the major reasons that they closed ,ygg
ecause they couldn't get doctors to locate there. Tpisis one
program that might be able to do sonmething to help shore up
rural health needs in this state as | found themto be very
inportant, in sone cases very desperate, to respond to 5 ,ral
health crisis that is beginning to escalate and | was not as

appreciative of the problemuntil this year, | guess, aswhen |
was ~t talking to pe.opl € and last year we sawapretty
subst. rial problemthat is only going to, | think, agcalate if

we don't do things at this legislative |level to respond.
t hank Senat or Baack for bringing the anendnent and |'m going

; to
support it
SPEAKER BARRETT: The Chair recogni zes Senator Hanni bal .
SENATOR HANNIBAL: Thank you, M. Speaker and nenbers of the
Legislature, I'mgoi ng to be Offering sone exp| anati ons as to
why | won't support the amendment. | would |ike to correct
Senat or Schel | peper, at least if he inplied that Senator rner
was rising in favor of the amendnment and | don't think tyl\{sﬁ 18
was. | believe that he was trying to explain the situation
trying to be somewhat diplomatic, | believe, for some obvious

reasons. But the issue really, as far as | understand the issue
and how it cane to commttee and | do understand Senator Baack's
position, but the issue is not really whether we re_ going to
have nmore doctors practicing in the rural areas 0? t he statge as
much as it is who is nmaking the contribution to the., in this
case, the Lincoln Medical Education Foundation. aAnd|also am

in favor of naki ng sure we have a good Supp| y of phys| ci ans
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