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what this is. This is a deficit appropriation to neet the
needs. In view ng the Governor's budget and in viewing the bill
that the Appropriations Committee put out then, which contained
all the nunmbers from the Governor's budget, her recommendation
.did not fU||¥] cover this program and so | amoffering this
amendment so that we can fully cover the program the amendment
w |l be down $30, 000 fromwhat it was a year . . from w hat e
overrode a year agy becausethere is one of the residents t\p{at
is not filled right now so that takes $30,000 per [gssident so
we are |lowering the anount by $30,000, 5o the amendnment override
woul d be for 356,000 rather than 386 as it was last year. Tpig
is the program that was established in Nebraska in 1975 in
response...the Legislature was in response to the fact that they
were having a difficult time in getting doctors located in rural
areas in the State of Nebraska, SO they agreed to put SONe noney
into this program and for a long time the programwas totally
funded without General Fund dollars, but over the |ast few years
there has been an erosion of that funding. There has been a
loss of federal funds. For a long tine the Universjty Nedical
Center funded all of the stipends for all of the famly practice
residents and in '88, '89-90 they said that they were only going
to fund them..fund 13.9 of them and t he pr o ram itself was
going to have tocone up with the funding for the other ones up
to the 18 residents that are in the program That meant t hat

they had to come up with $120,000 for that.
beer¥ recei ved fromE[)he Nedi cal Center for the ggr% fr%f%?%ar{?%nalso

this programand for faculty for this program and those dollars
were reduced by $20,000in  '89-90, or '88-89, and again in
1989-90 they were reduced by $50,000 and also the Lincoln
hospitals at that sane tinme received a reduction in the amount
of dollars that they could usefor Nedicare rei nbursenent for
this program of $80,000 for each hospital \which meant anot her
loss of  $240, 000. So it is, In myopinion, | think it' s
sonething that we need to continue and | think it's a good g
to spend General Fund dollars in this state because if they
realized in 1975 already that they were havinga _problem
locating doctors in rural areas, this problemis %ecom’ ng even
nore acute. As we see nany of the ol der physicians in the rural
areas' reaching retirement age, we are seeing a real lack of
doctors out in the rural areas of the state. \enave a number
of communities right now that are looking for doctors and are
having a very difficult time finding these doctors. The

. ; h d ) ] rogram
has...l don't think it's in conpetition with the NedlcaIpCe ter
at all. | think it sinply serves as a conplenent to the Nedical

Center's program. |t's a very cost effective way of providing



