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inportant that we recognize that at some time we have to
determine just how nuch of a cost is involved in some of this
federal activity. We have, as Senator Morrissey said, undergone
a series of deep discussions relative to past orders of the
federal governnent. This, in itself, is another exanple mh an
agency coming into Nebraska and deciding what will happen 5, g
major water resource. A 162 000 acre feet of water, as|
understand it, will be discharged for this purpose and | fi n?l no
way that anyone can assure that the water will gyer reach the
poi nt where it is determned to be needed,no matter how t hey
release it. It is sort of like this morning, | believe, Martin
Marietta is | ooking for their lost missile,gnd it is alittle
bit the same way. How they are going to hit those geyen Jeast
tern nesting aleas at Grand Island by releasing that water at
McConaughy has not yet been deternmined. Byt | want to make one
additional point. The relicensing application process has been
going on for several years. | have been told that more than
$11 nillion has been spent on this relicense application and
there have been proposals to spend additional tens 4¢ mi|lions
of dollars to guarantee certain wildlife and instream flow
benefits. | want to enphasize that | have no objection to
enhancenent of the wildlife and the fish species of Nebraska.
have been t ol d, and if it is not true, someone can correct me,
but | have been told that until MConaughy was there, there were
no least tern nesting areas at all on the Platte. Nowwe have a
few and they want to enhance them It seems somewhat ironic
that the wvery structure which allowed the least tern to |locate
on the Platte now is peing required to Er ovi de additj onal
habitat as if man could regulate it better than the | east tern,
thenselves. In addition to that, wehave stood on this f|gor
for the last 50 days, approximately, and have spent nost of our
tinme debating nonetary issues. How nany tines have we on thi s
floor argued over this anmpunt of noney? Not very oftepn. We
don't even get up into that kind of nobney, but E)y }lt ue op t
fact that we have attorneys who have del ayed this relicensing in
Washington,  $11 million has been spent, in excess of that, gnq
we have not yet reached a concl usion. | would suggest that
there will be many nore mllions of dollars before%%e license
is issued and then there will be additional nmillions of §qjar
of expense that will be incurred by the Central Platte ang ‘\?PP%
in order to satisfy certain wildlife ¢oncerns. I think the
public ought to know that those costs are there. |f{ they want
to pay them that is their decision, and it maybe a ver

| ogical decision and it may be a wi se one, but |¥ ought not t

be hlddenlnthellght bill. |t ought not to be covered upin
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