March 15, 1990 LR 289

prescribed releases by the FERC order as an i nteri Mmeasure
prior to action on the districts' gpplications for |ng-term
licenses; and WHEREAS,the prescribed flows will i mpact

recreational and fjsh and wildlife usage of Lake NcConaughy as
wel | as power production and irrigation needs in the Centr al
Pl atte area of Nebraska; and WHEREAS, clarification of the order
could assist the districts in ninimzing potential Inpacts; gng
VWHEREAS, water losses in the North Platte river which will
inhibit delivery of water for instreamuse to the Grand I|sland
gauge are unknown; and WHEREAS, the FERC order will create
conflicts with existing contracts and wader rights of |on
standing along the Platte River. Now, therefore, be’it resolve
by the menbers of the Ninety-first |egisliature of Nebraska
Second Session: That the districts are required to file with
the FERC a petition for rehearin|g_ or in the alternative a
request for clarification of the February 14, 1990, gider and
two, that the .FERC is requested to stay execution of “ine ' grder
and to expedite its consideration of any petition for rehearing
or c!arl_flcatlon as wel | as ansideration Of_ the districts'
application for new long-tenn |licenses for their projects. nd
three, that the Nebraska Departnent of Water Resources and ofoh
appropriate state and |ocal agencies_ including the Gare and
Par ks Commi ssion and Natural Resources Districts are directed to
provide any information ayailable which assists FERC in
determning the potential inpacts on power production gng
irrigation resulting fromthe February 14,-1990, grder as wel |
as assistance In determning potential |osses in river flows
whi ch may inhibit delivery of water for instream ,seto Grand
I sland. " That i s the basic resolution that is Intended to be
sent to the Federal Enelly Regulatory Commission and all
affected districts and entities for assistance and to show t hat
the Nebraska Unicaneral is very concerned about the inpact ypop

basic power production, jrrjgation use, and recreation use of
this water and how it will be seriously inpacted by ihe order.
If there are any questions ghout any of the whereases, or
therefore be it resolveds, | would be happy o try to answer
them and | would ask for your support in passage of LR 289.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. |s therediscussion'? senator
Nelson.

SENATOR NELSON: Nr. Speaker, | certainly want to commend
Senator Elmer for bringing this to the body. | hope that all of

you |istened intensely and | know that it was difficult for him
to mention all of the concerns and all of the problenms. Thisis
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