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systemof laws into contenptible action.

SPEtAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Baack. Senator Warner
next.
SENATOR BAACK: Yes, Nr. Speaker and col | eagues, just a | just

have a brief explanation of the lawsuit that was filed. Ny
under standi ng of the lawsuit that was filed is it's flled on the
Open Records Law but thebasis of the filing is based on the
definition of agency that is found in the Qpen Records Law. ppg
so there is definitely a link between their fili'ngin the Open
Records Law and as to whether or not they are a state agency
because that's what Is going to. that's what's qoi ng to decide

whether or not they have to conply with the %pen Records Law
because there is a definition of agency in the Open Records Law.

That's what they're questioning as to whether or not they fall

under that definition of agency. That's ny understanding of the
suit. Senator Schinmek would Iike sone time. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  Senator Schimek.

SENATOR SCHI NEK: Yes, Nr. President and nenbers of the body, |
woul d just like to concur with what Senator Baack just gajd
because | wasn't really clear enough about It when | was at 2
m crophone before and | did send down to ny office (5 get the
file and | think his interpretation is entirely correct |
guess, just briefly, | would |like to g0 back the
Appropriations Conmittee hearing that we did have wth the State
Hi storical Society and at one point, agfter a nunmber of questi ons
about funding and how the funds were being spent, Senator Scott
Moore asked the Director if he would mind if the state audited
the society's books and collections. And M. Hanson said that
he wouldn't mind it if they're deemed a state agency and that's
what the pending court action is aimng to find out. ose were
his words. | would also like to rem nd you of some tpn ngs that

which the headline said, "Society Neets Test, It Quacks Like An
Agency". And it rem nded us that that...that it has its
headquarters in a building that is bei ng renodel ed by state
funds, that it has state laws which provide 4 definition and
scope, that never has the State Historical Society asked the
editors of the to renpbve the society fromits
pages, that it has conti nuaIIy taken state tax dollars and never
uestioned that. So | guess | would just like to go back to the
act that I...1 question what they' re doing here. | (hink it"

10094



