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lights, would you like to close, please.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Nr. Chairman and nmenbers of the Legislature,
there is no reference to any statute in ny |language that would
be amended so it's not an attenpt to make a substantive change
in any other law by means of this but to give a very clear
message that when we're dealing with education matters and
especially those related to need-based fi nancial student
assistance that we' re not going to elevate athletics over the
wel fare of these students. And it would really shock meif a
senator would vote no gagainst this proposal because he is
concerned about the athletiC department. wehave been accused
inthis state of being...of operating a football factory, g,
institution of higher earning rather than |earning. \Wehave had
di scussions about restructuring the systemof higher education
for the purpose of inproving the quality of what is offered to

the students. I'm offering language t hat sinply says these
need-based programs agre for any person who quali?,i es as an
eligible student and we have put in statute alraaady the
substantive |aw what constitutes being an eligible student. g,

attend one of these jnpstitutions, public or private, andyou
have the financial need. |t says nothing about athletics, being
concerned about the rankings of Nebraska in the final pol I,
whether they're going to go to a bow gane or anything el se.
And | think it would be unconscionable, | think it would be
reprehensible to sacrifice an entire class of students on the
altar of football rankings. 1t seems to nme that there can be no
justification for such a position. When the athletic tail wags
the academ c dog, something is wong. This that |'mtalKi ng
about has nothing to do with the Pell Grant. I't has nothing to
do with any federal program W're talking apout two
state-created, state-funded programs for the students who attend
the universities in this state, universities and col |l eges. And
to say that any and every student who shows need is entitled to
this aid, unless certain of themplay football or basketball,
even though they denpnstrate the need, is wong. | hope you
will adopt this intent | anguage. It does not alter “any
substantive law on the books right now, but it's designed. .|
won't hide that, it's designed to give 3 message, the
sub; tantive | aw. The statutes say there can be no
di scrim nation because of race, ethnic ori gin, sex, and the
other catalogue of conditions that are usually contained in
nondi scrinination statutes. But at the time that those
provi sions were being put into the law, it didn't occur to ne at
the time that there wouldbe a necessity to say that you al so
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