Narch 13, 1990 LB 1031

SENATOR SCHM T: Senat or Rod Johnson, if you'd like to co-sign

an amendnment with me to linit their ability to spend the
$18 million until it comes back to this body, | would be wlling
to introduce that amendnment. | nave to teII you this, andthere
have been allegations that there is a personal f|ght bet ween
nyself and some nembersof the Ethanol "Authori t Ifit is a
personal fight, | didn't nake it that. |was here before they
were and maybe I" Il be gone before theyare. Thats up to
soneone el se other than nyself to decide. But "1 pe r
bl unt, Senator Rod Johnson, that | have seen enough i ndicati onél
of lack of concern by well-intentioned uninforned indivi dual s in
governnent to know when | need to voice nmy concern. You ht

to be alittle bit interested that the Ethanol Authority vo ed
wi th about four brand new nmenbers voting yes to spend $10,000 to
support the G ean Fields pevel opment Coalition, a group of

people ~ who sponsored a fund rajser who participated and
i ndicating they woul d sponsor a fund raiser for a candi date

the Congress. | don't knowif that's the way we want those fax
dol lars spent or not. Nunber two, | read in the newspaper that
they said. they were going to hire a |obbyist for $50,000. Then
| saw a news rel ease which said that they were going (g . .t nat
they ~had appropriated $50,000 to hire an environnental
consul tant. Now perhaps you can explain or someone else on this
floor can expl ain JUSt V\hy this group needs an envi ronnent al
consul tant . I do not know that anyone on this floor couldn' t
handl e those duties for the authority in our spare tine after we
conclude our ordinary work here at the course of a day.

I have said earlier, nothing easier to do than to spenHot her
people's money. There are a ninority of the people on the
Et hanol Authority today who were there several years ago. Tpere
are none of the...there are, | believe, only one person fromthe
original Gasohol Conmmittee who was there when thi s was creat ed.
That neans that we have a very snal | proportlon of the persons
who were there for the purpose of providing experlence and
gui dance relative to the Sﬁendl ng of these nonies. ted
with these personsand they have told ne that they reaIIy wa
to do the right thing, and | believe they do. | believe they
are going to be good nmembers of that authority, but in the
meantinme it is inperative, | believe, that they understand iphat
they will be held accountable. Now none of usare entirely
wi t hout resources if we feel that an agency is operating in an
irresponsible manner and | think we understand some of the
t hings we can do as individuals |f that shoul d come to pass.

do not want to castigate the authority or staff or any of those
persons who have worked a long time in this project. Apd| hope
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