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attendance by students fromlow income famlies. And within the
ten years time that proportion of schol. of col | ege students
fromthe low income fanilies fell from 10.7 percent to
8.2 percent in ten years. And between 1980 to 1986, the nunber
of poor students receiving grants dropped 15 percent, while the
nunber using loans increased only by 7 percent. ggthereis an
overreliance on loans, which discourages poor students from
attending coll ege. For low income families |pans are not
substitutes for grants. We have to keep that in pjnd. Loans
not onlyreinsert cost-barriers to higher education that grants
elimnated, but also add to these cost-barriers and they really
are a deterrent for some people coming jnto hi gher educati on.
The Act report also indicates that the federal gover nment shift
fromgrants to |loans has limted poor gtuydents ability to choose
anong institutions. Data in a report conpiled by pe Nat i onal
College Freshman Norm Survey showsa shift of |ow incone
students fromuniversities to two-year coll eges. We need to
maintain an appropriate bal ance between | oans and grants to
nmai ntai n educational opportunities and sone choice to |ow incone
students. This nodest increase in funding for {phe Scholarshlp
Assi stance Programand the State Schol arship Award Progra

hel p maintain this balance and provi de greater opportunltles to
s}udents in need. I ask for your support in this amendnent
also.

PRESIDENT:  Thank you. genator Labedz lease, followed b
Senator Hall, then Senator Chanbers P y

SENATOR LABEDZ: Thank you, Nr. President. senator Snith, you
and | are on the same side this morning on money for the
elderly, and now we're on the sameside for needyNebraska
students. And | echo Senator Smith's remarks. I'm glad she
came in with some statistics. aAnd | strongly rise to support
Korshoj's amendnment to LB 1031. | support makin st at e
appropriations to prograns which provide financial aSSI tance to
many needy Nebraska students. Asa Nebraskan who represents
many families in a very low incone situation, | hay a stron
interest in seeing their children have the opportunlty go on t
col l ege or trade school. There is no doubt jn my mind that
i mproving one's education,and I'msure we all agree, gllows a
person to increase his or her own earning power. When we do
that, as their income increases, they will pay nore taxes to
support state and | ocal services. The state is the

believe me, when Nebraskans choose to attend Nebraska schoo[
A vote for the Korshoj amendnent is avote for needy students,
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