
March 13, 1 9 90 LB 1031

put in place can they show a diminution in the commission of
crimes. It's gadgetry, it is a toy, a very expens ive t o y a n d
for once I have to applaud the Budget Committee which generally
is composed of collective grinches, scrooges and what n o t s , bu t
this is one time they were very perceptive, v ery s a vv y and by
cutting this money they have not do ne anything to harm law
enforcement, valid, legitimate law enforcement at all.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Time. Before recognizing Senator Moo r e ,
Senator Rod Johnson has some guests in our south ba l c ony , D ave
Barrett and Al Neyer with 26 students from Sandy Creek Hi gh
School. W ould you folks pleasestand and be r e c o g n i z e d ? Thank
you. I t's a pleasure to have you with u s t h is a fte r noon .
Senator Moore, followed by Senators Scofield, Bernard-Stevens
a nd Schel l p eper , Sen a t o r N o o r e .

SENATOR MOORE: Well, Nr. Speaker, I'm almost a t a l o ss f or
words today. Fir st we had Senator Lynch complimenting us and
now we have Senator Chambers complimenting us. Something is in
the air I guess, b ut I rise to oppose Senator Goodrich's
amendment to include the AFIS program in our budget. And n ot
b ecause, as so of t en is the case, I mean, n ot because I ' m
opposed to AFIS, I happen to think it's a good pr ogram. But
it's just one of those things for me personally is, w hat do y o u
do in an off budget year'? What constitutes priorities? What
constitutes emergencies? What constitutes spending a million
dollars on something when there is so many other things out
there to do? And as far as the State Patrol and the whole area
of crime fighting, you know, for me, for one at least, I t h i n k
the whole issue of overtime pay and the issue of getting more
patrolmen out on the street and trying to do a better job of
enforcing our laws is probably more of a priority and more of an
emergency. Now the AFIS system isa good i d e a , b u t m y c o n c e r n ,
quite simply, is that this is one of those things t hat we a l l
get whipped up into a fury and what is the right thing to do
politically? What is the right thing to do as far a s f i gh t i ng
crime? In this particular year, what is the popular thing to do
on fighting the war on drugs? And the AFIS thing is all of
those things, quite honestly. But I think we as a L egis l a t u r e
c an' t l ose s igh t of , we h av e to set priorities. H ere i s
something that has jettisoned relatively out of nowhere i nt o a
very h i g h p r i o r i t y and I guess in...when you' re building a
biennial budget that will be the proper time to put a pu r c h a se
l i k e t h i s i n . Bu t my objection to AFIS is the fact of the
timing of it. I think it's one of those things that w e sh ou l d
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