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glad that they weren't a dopted b ut t he p r oc es s o f t he
Legislature picking this bill apart, grabbing ahold of what may
be the stickler points as far as significant numbers of the body
are concerned, and bringing those to the full membership for
deliberation really hasn't happened on this bill. I hope i t
will on Select File. Senator Schimek I k now h a s of f e r ed an
opin io n t h a t sh e wi l l b e b r i ng i n g s o me amendments to the bill,
or an amendment, I guess, more accurately, that probably ought
to be given full consideration by the body when it comes up. At
this point, I am not supportive of her proposal but I think full
members of the . ..all membersUf the Legislature s hould h ave a n
opportun i t y t o de al wi t h i t . I bring that point up because this
is a bill, a constitutional amendment, that h as many , ma n y
features to it . This is General File of this bill. I would
urge you if there is one point there that is a r eal s ticking
point for you that you can' t g o with, but the rest of the
proposal causes you very few problems, that you give a v ote t o
advance i t t od ay and you address via the amendment process on
Select File. Don't let a bill like this that has h ad a s muc h
ci t i z e n i nv o l v e ment i n i t , l egi sl a t i ve i nv o l v e ment i n i t , g o b y
the wayside today simply because of one particular point. Give
us a vote on General File to advance it. If your point doesn' t
get addressed to your satisfaction on Select File, then there
i s , i n f act , t h e p os si b i l i t y at that point of voting to not
advance it any further. The s e c on d p oi n t I w o u l d l i k e t o
address is the one that I think Senator Landis brought up, other
people have, and that deals with. . . i t h a s b e e n a d d r e ssed by v e r y
many other points throughout this whole debate, but I think he
referred to it as the diminishment of particular programs that
we a l l kn ow whe r e t h ey are located, and they are located
primarily here at the Lincoln campus, the research facility, the
p imary granting of doctoral programs, al l o f t h ose k i n d of
things. The cur rent system has us in the Legislature in that
gatekeeping responsibility. Since I ha v e b e e n h e r e , we have no t
done anything as a Legislature to enhance our abilities to be
t he g at e k e epe rs , t o keep the proliferation of programs around
the state, to come through to make those programs pass r eal l y
strict muster. As a matter of fact, since I have been here, if
a nything ha s h appened, t h e role and m i ssion statute t hat i s
listed in the book has been diminished and I probably supported
all of that, because as individual legislators, what t en ds t o
happen is we v ote based on not the big picture but on what a
specific bill says, and when the lobbyist for the c ommunity
college system comes t o m e and sa y s , he y , we jus t wan t t h i s
little bitty academic transfer program at the North Omaha, Fort
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