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state legislators basically criticizing higher education. These
were all from ..western statessaying they are not responsive,
they are not addr essi ng the things that are threatening the
ki nds of states that we are and these were all.

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR SCOFIELD: ...states very simlar to Nebraska.  And
I...] sensed anpbng that in that roomthat there was not going to
continue to be legislative support in states Iike South Dakota,
North Dakota, Montana, Woning, and Nebraska for the current
system of higher ed unless it is seenas more responsive to ur
system They wer e tal ki ng about things we have already tal aed
about in Nebraska, the potential for tel ecomrunications, the
potential for innerstate cooperation, and so | think we have to

recogni ze our institutions, frankly, in this state have
performed pretty well up to now, but the demands of the future
require a willingness to give opportunities for growi ng and

changing on the parts of all these institutions.

PRESIDENT: Time.

SENATOR SCOFIELD:  And | think if we give this a try, and if, in
fact, the public decides they will support it, t hi nE have
an opportunity for a nore dynanmic and a nore respons|ve and,
frankly, a mor e cost-effectivesystemthan we have right now.
Andsol amwilling to give. . to put this on the bpallot and

_ctontinue this debate and give the public a chance to vote for
1t.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator Wehrbein, please.
SENATOR WEHRBEI N: Yes, M. President, penbers, will tf“ ef

as | know we are getting close to lunch an perhaps we WI|
a vote on this. Much of what Sandy said | concur with in terms

of costs and the anount of boards, but |. g year ago when we
first conducted this study, | | ook ed this very
enthusi astically and many said that we were proba Iy making a
m st ake by noving so fast. | did not really think so then and |
today don't think so, although | have exam ned this quite a bit
inthe last year or so. In fact, | tried to become quite
skeptic of this proposal in order to seeif | really thought it

was the way | thought we should go, and | have concluded that we
should. As we | ook at the need for. _coordination in Nebraska,
and | think it is more apparentperhaps on appropriations and
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