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for this kind of a system, if you have governance at the campus
level, then those latest groups could pay a lot more attention
to those internal operations than is probably feasible trying to

SENATOR PIRSCH: Thank you, Senator Warner. I re a l l y h ave a
problem with changing just for change, but I am concerned about
the coordination and the fact that UNO credits don't transfer to
UNL and UNL credits don't transfer to UNO, and how do t h e st at e
college credits fit in and what is their role, and I g u e s s I am
not convinced yet that this would eliminate or coordinate t hat ,
and so I g u e s s I wi l l con t i n u e t o l i st en . Thank you .

PRESIDENT: Th an k you . Senator Scofield, please, followed by
Senator Wehrbein and Senator Weihing.

SENATOR SCOFIELD: Nr. President, and members, I, too, have not
spoken on this b ill before because I stood back for some time
and looked at this whole process with skepticism wondering how
this affects not only the university, of which I am an alum, but
the smaller institutions which are regional institutions that I
have always tried to come in here and defend. And t h e ea r l y
indications, when we embarked upon this study, in my mind
weren't particular encouraging. I saw that I might stand in
rural Neb r as k a t o lose more than I might gain, but I have, as
I' ve watched this process and participated in it, decided that I
think this gives us an opportunity to address some of the things
that have irritated me the most about the system over the years,
even prior to coming into the Legislature. Over the ye a r s , I
have had some frustrations, first as one who worked on one of
the campuses trying to get services to s tudents, t r y in g t o
address som e of t h e issues Senator Pirsch just mentioned in
terms of getting credit hour transfers, trying to get programs
out to institutions, trying to get positions funded in here that
seemed to serve the rest of the state, and had a sense that the
system right now just isn't responsive enough, that there is too
much competitiveness among campuses, that if you look at i t i n
terms of budgetary concerns, that if we just keep going in the
direction we are going, we are just going to buil d t h i s even
more ma s s i v e b u r e a u c r acy that simply we c an't a fford a n d ,
f rank l y , I d on ' t t h i n k t he p ub l i c i s wi l l i n g t o support . And so
I think that the key to this is, w il l t h e p u b l i c supp o r t t h i s ' ?
Does this address the public's concerns? W e wil l on l y kn o w t h a t
when we put that on the ballot and when the public discusses it,
and without that public support, frankly, higher education in

do that with seven institutions.
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