
M arch 13 , 1 9 90 LR 239

what is the heart of a university, which is new knowledge,
research, and t he training of the first top-level searchers
f or . . .

P RESIDENT: Ti m e .

SENATOR LANDIS: ...information and truth that a university can
give us. What I am looking for in determining my decision is
whether or n o t w e p l ac e at risk graduate education i n t h i s
state, and if I am persuaded that that is protected, I can vote
for this bill. And if I don't see it or strongly enough, then I
will be...I won't vote for the measure and I will wait f or t he
day when I can se e t ha t . Thank you .

PRESIDENT: Th ank you . Senator Bernard-Stevens followed by
Senator Wesely and Senator Barrett.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Thank you. Nr . P re si de n t , and members
of the body, Senator Landis, you know, there is no crystal bal l
out there. I can' t,and maybe someone else can, but I can't sit
u p h e r e and say t h at if we went with 239 the new Board of
Regents would take the graduate degree programs philosophically
the way that you and I believe that they should be taken, and I
totally concur with you that the heart and soul of universities
are the gr aduate program and the r esearch . I g ue ss I can say
that from my perspective now that I am concerned now, t h e way
the system is now, about the graduate degree programs because
the only entity standing as g a t e keeper r i gh t n ow i s t h e
L egis l a t u r e on who is going to get graduate degree programs.
And I can see, there would be such demand out in the central and
western pa r t o f the state and w ith c hanges i n t h e b od y
membership in t imes to come that there could be changes forced
in the system from here, from this aspect, from the p olitical
aspect, and that concerns me. I do s e e , h o w ev er , a boa r d t h at
combines those two interests together, the state colleges,
particularly, and the university system as a potential for
relieving that pressure so that decisions are m ad e on g ood
educat i o na l g rou nd s rather than political grounds,which may
happen here, and I know that is not an answer to your question
and I wi sh I h ad mo r e t i m e t o g et i n t o i t , b ut I wan t t o g i v e
some of my time to Senator Barrett. There is o n e co m ponent the
Legislature has not talked about and, quite honestly, I think it
should at least be in the minds of people when they do vote, and
that is ass me for a minute that LR 239 is passed and assume for
a minute that the public a grees a n d appr o v e s i t a s w e ll .
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