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could come up with an alternative plan so that we perhaps had a
choice . Thank y ou .

PRESIDENT: Ti me . Thank you. S enator Warner, followed by

SENATOR WARNER: Mr. President, members of the Legislature, I
rise to support the advancement of LR 239. I ' ve never b een much
interested in structural change. I don't particularly recall
that I' ve ever supported one. And, usually it was my position
that structure was relatively 'mmaterial, if you had the right
people then any structure works, or if you have the wrong people
no structure will work. And it never really concerned m e, b ut
those arguments have gone on consistently. What I could not
i gnore and coul d not continue to ignore, from my pe rsonal
position, is that the issue keeps coming up. Senator Withem has
indicated very properly that no one seems to talk about what we
have now, and where it has failed or where it has weakness that
could be st r eng t h ened by this proposal. I cannot forget the
comments that I' ve heard for the last sev er a l y ear s , centra l
administration had too much authority, campuses ought to have
more autonomy for their internal operations. I h e a r d i t
almost...I certainly heard it regularly, if not weekly. Here we
come with a pro posal that gives that autonomy to individual
campuses and t h e i r g o v e r nance, and then all of a sudden that is
not proper. Yet that was what many people were asking for time
after time in the past, or at least critical of the cu r r en t
system in the past. The Coordinating Commission keeps coming up
as t he b asi s wh i ch we ought to use, the current Coordinating
Commission. And the simple facts are, a s h a s b een exp l ai n e d
again time and time, and many of those who outside this body
make this statement know that constitutionally you cannot
provide that authority to the Coordinating Commission, in fact
the...every document I can recall reading, by people w ho h a v e
been members of the Coordinating Commission, pointed out the
need that exists to give authority to w hatever body i s t o
coordinate, is the authority that's being given to the board of
regents in this proposal. The thing that was different t o m e
with this study, compared to all the others we had, is that it
separated, at least in my mind, the very important distinction
of gov er n a n ce and c oordina t i o n . What coordination of
postsecondary education needs are three t hings . The r e i s a
variety of other things, but there are three things that
repeatedly co me up, and that deals with the budget submission,
it deals with program approval, and it deals with long-range

Senator McFarland and Senator Lamb.
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