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my thought is that it would. . . th e sy st e m , as p r opos e d , would
even en c o urage th e en d r u n pr o c ess , even more than it is being
used today . W h ereas ,under this amendment, I t hink you wou l d
discourage that type of end ru n p r o c ess , b e cause the bo a rd o f
regents would have the final discretion, and an institution that
went to the Legislature would n ot be guar a n t e ed o f be i ng
successful, even if the funds were appropriated. That i s t he
basis of the amendment. And I handed out information t o you
yesterday about support for this particular proposal. I t h i nk
it is a fair proposal. I t h i n k i t i s a r e aso n a b l e one. I f
we' re going to establish a boara of regents of higher education,
and we ask that board to go ahead and propose a budget, list the
priorities of spending that they have considered from all the
various institutions, then we ought to be willing to give them
the authority and responsibility to distribute those funds once
the Legislature has made the appropriations. And it seems to me
the better approach is, if there is a composite appropriation
from the Legislature, it should go back to the board of regents,
then they distribute i t t o t h e 1 1 i n st i t u t i on s , o r t o t he 7
i nst i t ut i on s , i nd i v i du a l l y , and n o t h av i ng the Legislature
making those delegation of funding. S o , for that reason, I
would urge support of the amendment. I think it is a cr ucial
amendment, a very important amendment, if this system is going
to work as it is proposed. And, if we' re trying to institute a
system whereby the board of regents is the controlling authority
and has the duty and responsibility of coordinating the seven
educational institutions of higher education, I think this is a
crucial element that they should have the final discretion on
how the appropriations are distributed. Thank you .

P RESIDENT: T h ank y o u . Senator Withem, please.

SENATOR WITHEM: Yes, Mr. President, members of the body. We
s poke o n t h i s y e s te r d a y , and we' re almost ready to take a vote,
I think, when we adjourn. So, hopefully, we won't have a lot of
debate and discussion on this. H opeful l y , pe o p l e can r e member
the arguments given yesterday. I would also like to remind you
of the...kind of went into extra innings on this bill yesterday
w hen w e h ad d i scu s s i o n on t h e bud g e t on the floor in the
afuernoon. And we were confronted with the situation where some
very w e ll-meaning individuals here b rought t o u s a
recommendation to s pend I t hink i t w as about $ 9 00 , 000 on a
capital repair project at the east campus of the university.
This was a project that had not been prioritised terribly high
by t h e boa rd o f r egents , had not been i n t he b udg et
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