
March 12, 1 990 LB 1031

started talking about local alternatives, I was a member of a
county board that started it all. So we have some idea about
what is happening. I have offered an amendment, rather an
amendment to the amendment,which involves $6 million. That
$6 million amendment will provide the money t ha t we need at
about $16,000 a client to clear the 370 people waiting list we
have in Region VI. If you will listen to Senator Coordsen a nd
the rest, you will see that of the $2.4 million, it is down to
2.1 now, Region VI is not in that list. I want to go on to say,
so that you understand, that probably I have Appropriations
Committee bashed as much as anyoody around here when it came to
funds for MR, but I want to also tell you that, a s I l i st e ned t o
Senator Hannibal and Warner and looked over the budget, I think
they did the best job they could, the Appropriations Committee,
to try to meet the needs of the regions and, in fact, continue
to provide for the waiting list as we should have with the
waiver money that was established with Governor O rr's sup p or t .
I tell you all that because, yousee, i n R e g ion V I , I t hi nk i n
Region I, they took the money and used it, in fact, for t he
purpose that we were told to use it for and that was to clear
the waiting list as best we could. I want to remind you that we
still have 370 out there waiting, a nd because of t h a t , we didn' t
r un up a d e f i c i t i n R e g i on V I . It is because of that, Region V
is entitled with this amendment to a million, three hundred and
forty-six thousand, but Region VI gets nothing. S o you see t h a t
1, ads us to the next point then. In some regions, they used it,
the waiver money, for the purpose it was intended. In some
other regions, apparently assuming because somebody told them
something along the way that money would be forthcoming later
on, go ahead and clear your waiting lists. And so what happens
with this amendment, as much as I think we need more money f or
retardation, as much as I have opposed some of the things we
have traditionally done in the past, as much as I am offended by
the fact that we have a two-tiered funding mechanism to support
MR for local programs as applied to institutions, given all of
that, I have to tell you you have t o unde r s t and what t hi s
amendment does. I appreciate Governor...Governor, he sounds
like a gove r nor an y how, George Coo r d sen 's a mendment, I
appreciate the support for the MR programs, but what we do with
this amendment, unfortunately, is penalize at least Region I and
Region VI for doing what they were s u pposed t o do with t he
funds. And, in fact,what you do i s y ou ca r ry o v er , carry ov er
that benefit for those regions that just used the waiver f und s
i mproperly , i n my opinion, and spent money they didn't have,
unfortunately, and reward them for that as compared to Region VI
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