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more famliar with Region IV than | am of some of the other

regions, but | don't believe that Region IV has been getting
their fair share of the pot. 't seems to me when | analyze
these figures that we cone up a little short and | have never
been able to find out why. | know that maybe they pay higher,
little higher wages in Lincoln and Omaha than they do up in
nor t heast braska, but even when you consider {hat it seems

like we come up on the short end of it. But | do think we need
alittle more financial help and 1'mglad that Senator Wesel
said there is going to be a study done on it this sunmer and
think we certainly need to have an in depth study because,
goodness, there is just a lot of things that | can't figure out!
But | think here we nust remenber that we want to help those
that are not as fortunate as we are, because | have been through
the workshops. | have beenthrough some of the residential
hones and they do aterrificjob. Byt the waiting list keeps
growing. | think two years ago when we said we ould |like to
have those waiting lists reduced, they haven't beenreduced. |p
fact, there is more nowon the waiting |ists than there were
many years ago. If | have any time left, M. Speaker, | would
like to give it to Senator Schmt.

SPEAKER BARRETT: About two and a half m nutes, Senator Schmt.

SENATOR SCHMIT: (M crophone not on) and | do appreciate this
opportunity to speak. I''mnot going to be here for the vote,
I'm afraid, but | just want to say this. | havea tendency

sonmetinmes to oversinplify the issue but | can't help ut  think
that when we have in this budget for this biennium$14 nillion,
I think, give or take two or three million dollars 5 a4 Fine
Arts Center in Omaha, we have in the budget a couple two or
three million dollars to fix up the Pharmacy Building where a
contractor cheated and no one ever saw fit to chase after that
contractor, we had ought to just yse that buildin with t he
wiggle walls, Senator Hannibal, for the Fine Arts nter. vou
had your wiggle walls built jn. They're going to keep on

wi ggling, we know that, andyou're going to have a chance to
spend sone nore noney on that white el ephant one of (heqe da¥1s
et

and you won't be here but sonmeone will have to appropriat e
money. WV can find $8.5 million to start buildin new
confinenment facilities for prisoners, and if we don't 30 t hat

we' re told we' re going to be Under a court order to do It s

unfortunate that the nental retarded don't have a court to speak
for them It's really unfortunate and it's one of those (hipgs
that | know...and | appreciate the Appropriations Commttee
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