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did not cut out this accountability language that we put into
the bill through the appropriations process. That l a nguage was
taken from another bill, LB 1129, heard by the Health and Human
Services Committee and held. We did study the problems in the
system a little bit and found that we needed to have more o f a
way for the state with our state money going into the system to
know what we' re getting back for the money we put into it. And
that sort of language, I think, was reasonably attached to this
bill by the Appropriations Committee. T here i s much t o b e d o n e ,
much more work to be done in trying to examine the changes and
improvements in the system that we need to make. We' re nowhere
close to having any recommendations at this point. We have much
work ahead of us. But I think the way to proceed at this time
is not to place two million moreadditional dollars in without
knowing what we are getting for our money, without having in
place a system to make sure clients..

.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR WESELY: ...are being served by that additional money.
And so, with that, I would suggest not supporting the amendment.
That doesn't mean you have to vote agains t i t , i t j u st would
mean not voting for it at this time and then suggest that as we
move forward there may be other ways in which we can a ppr o a c h
this problem that would be more reasonable and more accountable
than what we' re seeing at this point. It's not an easy thing to
do, I know there is a lot of concerned people and I have already
g otten a l o t o f ca l l s , bu t I st i l l t h i nk i t ' s t he r i gh t t h i n g t o
do. I do know, from looking at this as an i ndividual f rom
Region V, Region V benefits tremendously from this. Ou't of the
$2.2 million, 1.3 goes to Region V. Region VI gets nothing out
of this additional money. But, nevertheless, I think at this
time it would be better not to proceed with this amendment, not
to adopt it and see if perhaps there is some other negotiation
that could occur that would be more reasonable in its s olut i o n
of the problem.

SPEAKER BARRETT: T hank you . Sen a t o r H e f n e r .

SENATOR HEFNER: Nr . P re si de n t , and members of the body, I rise
to support this amendment. I feel that we need a little more
money for our mental retardation regions. A nd I a p p r e c i a t e
Senator Hannibal and Senator W esely ex p l a i n i n g what t h e y ' r e
trying to do to cor rect this. But I have been down here a
number of y e a r s now and, of course, I'm from Region IV and I ' m
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