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mentioned that wasn't able to get it out of the committee and
there a re o t her . . . t her e were other interests in the committee
for other projects that did get out. I feel that this deserved
at least to be considered on the floor. So I guess each o f us
will have to decide as we move along what you' re going t o f und
and what you' re not and you' re going to have to probably make
more difficult decisions as to what you' re going t o t ak e ou t ,
because with the A bills that we have go t a d v anced, al l w i t h
great merit in most cases, many of those are not g oing to
survive under our present budget scenario. So I simply will say
that I will support this now with the idea that when it comes
down to the Final Reading here in another couple weeks i t wi l l
h ave t o be consi d e r e d with everything else. B ut I g u e s s ,
personally, I'd feel remiss if I didn't make that statement
because this is at least an ongoing program. It's maintaining a
p rogram w e al r ea d y h ave . It's not starting a new program and
many of the A bills that we have are starting new programs. If
you follow the philosophy that we should try to maintain what
we' re having . . .what we have , t h e gr ee n house and a re se a r ch i n
this ar ea ha s be en o ngoing i n Neb r a s k a since t h e y e a r t h e
university was founded. That' s o n e o f t h e basic r e as on s t h e
university was founded, for research in agriculture. A nd so I
just think it needs to be considered strongly. As I s ai d , i t ' s
a program that's going on and it doesn't make sense to me to be
spending several millions of dollars for new programs when wecan't adequately support the ongoing research and the ongoing
programs that we have. It's going t o be the h eart o f the
biotech field, greenhouse research. Research i n th e gr ee n house
is going to be one of the centers of attention i ncreas i n g l y as
we look to improve our plant varieties and so forth. S o I wou l d
like to have you consider at least at this time supporting this,
at least let it h ang out there with other deserving, in most
cases, and as you make those decisions, I think it's time we all
start focusing on what our priorities a re go ing t o b e.

P RESIDENT: T h a n k y o u . Senator Coordsen, followed by S e n a to r

SENATOR COORDSEN: Thank you, Mr. P r e s i d e n t , and members of the

late November, and D r. Br u ce Jo hnson, an economist, ag economist
out at the i nstitute had issued a press release that I think
gave a little bit of an indication of where agriculture fits ino ur economy. A n d , as I recall that particular story, a nd i t w a s
buried in about the third page of the paper, the story related
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