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does is go a step further on the mninumwage. Andthis is one
anendnent to the commttee bill which | wll support and do
support whol eheartedly. | think it's absolutely necessary if we
do .sot want to reduce fairly significantly gervices which are
needed and are already in jeopardy throughout the State of

Nebraska. So I, though I"mgoing " against to some extent, |
guess, what the comm ttee has done by not_Putting this in, |
still think this is absolutely needed and I will. |7 will vot e

yes on this anendnment. Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Smith, would you like to close
on your anendnent, please.

SENATOR SM TH: Thank you, M. Speaker. | would like to thank
all those folks who stood to support this amendnent and spoke
kindly on behalf of the elderly people of the State of Nebraska
and for this anendment. And | do want to restate that | do
appreciate the fact that the Appropriations Cormittee at |east
| ooked favorably to the degree that they felt that they could at
that point in time, not having the information about the mininum
wage I ncrease. But renember that the original request a5 for
$1.5 mill ion and so, with this S255,6000, whatwe're doing is
just asking for enough noney to cover what the federal cut ¢
which will become effective in July of thisyear, andalso for
the m ni num wage increases. There are no newservices attached
to this request. | would like to read just a part of a news
rel ease that was put out by the Nepraska Association of Area
Agencies and it came from Lincoln fromJim Zitlow, whois a

director in this area agency located in Lincoln, [ancaster
County, excuse nme. And | gwoulyd like to just expand a little E)It

upon what Senator Hall said when he tal ked about costs. e re
not tal king here about being able to cover costs. They' re going
to have to be talking about reducing services if this ne is
not given to us. Each area agency covers a group Orp) ca/unties
and develops an area plan budget for coordinated prograns
specific to the area. Over 60,000 elderly Nebraskans, most
age 75 plus, use the programs anpnually, according to reports
filed with the Departnment on Aging. This comesfromdim s
report. Then he goes on to say, the only way I see (5 prevent
heavy service reductions in local programsis for the State

Legi slature to cover thg federal cut on top of normal program
mai nt enance costs, said Jim Zitlow, Chairmn of the Nebraska
Association of Area Agencies on Aging. User contributions

already ~ exceed what™ the state puts _into community agin
services. These people, the ol dest gnd the neediest, hgve ghagd
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