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serving the elderly is still a priority in ny book and be
supporting this motion to add this noney to the bill.

PRESIDENT: ~ Thank you. Senator Hall, please, followed by
Senator Schmt.

SENATORHALL: Thankyou, Nr. President, and menbers, | rise to
support Senator Smth's anendnent, to the commttee anendnents.
I noticed in Senator Johnson's discussion of the Gane and pgrks
budget item that there was a provision placed in therefor the
seasonal employees. There wa an increase of approximtely

$75,000 for seasonal employees with regard to the increase
taking place at the federal |evel of the minimumwage standard.

That seens to ne to be a reasonable request, just as the request

that Senator Smith puts forth. | conpletely understand Senat or
Scofield' s discussion of the rationale on the part of the
committee, that it did not have these nunbers at the that the
di scussion took place and also her, | think, at best neutral

support of the comm ttee's standing on this issue, because |
think she clearly explained that it is sonething that we all had
to make up our own minds on. And the point is just this, that
their costs are going to go up for their help because of the
federal mninmumwage, as they should. Those costs should not be
borne out of operating dollars that they currently have and t hat
are currently stressed beyond their limts. Al| Senator Snmith's
amendnment does is allow for themto continue to operate 4t the
I evel that they anticipated operating at with |ast year's budget
as It was i ntroduced because, if you' ve listened so far, you
know t hat what the Appropriation Conmttee did was just add back
in that anount of noney that had been vetoed out. g5 with the
Smth amendnent, basically all we do is put themback on |ine
with regard to the increase in the m ni numwage, aswell as the
comi ttee amendnent that brings them back up to the [evel of the
budget that was passed last year. | would urge the adoption of
Senator Smith's anmendment. Thank you, Nr. President.

P RESIDENT: Thank you. Senat or Schnit, | ease, followed b
Senator Ashford. Senator Ashford, you re %p. W y

SENATOR ASHFORD: Thank you, Nr. President, gnd nenbers, nmuch of
what needs to be said hasalready been said. | {hink Senator
Hal | just briefly outlined the course of geyents that occurred
with this department after the Governor's veto |last year and
rightly said that what we did in the committee is at |gast ¢tr
to reinstate those dollars back in and that what this .slmczndmcznty
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