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SENATOR SCOFIELD: Thank ou, M. President, anfj members, |
woul d offer, at this point, the conmttee rationale tor mwere’we
ended up at and probably just say, this one's for you, Bernice,
al though I'mnot...I'malways anmazed that you really qualify g
a senior citizen. The committee, as | mentioned earlier, the
request, the total request, and Senator Smith has_ also pointed
this out, the request is for a mllion and a half. Ay the tine
the presentati ~n was nade, they.  the agency did not have the
m ninum wage amounts calculated and, frankly, | think had the
commi ttee heard that they probabl'y woul d have seen this, | g,
only speak for myself, the conmttee, contrary to what sone of
you believe, has not powwowedgn this issue, | think the

conmittee probably would have seen this as a reasonabl e request
and the dilema we were faced with was sinmply how generous coul d

we be at the time. So when this particular piece a5 attached
to the commttee amendnents as a part of the commttee
amendrments, and |'mglad you recognized that we did increase

that, Senator Smith, we didn't have that increase. It is a...at
this time what's in the comittee is the veto override anpunt
fromlast time. So, basically, the committee's rationale
largely was we simplydidn't Kave t hat proposal before us to
deal with at that time and, obviously, you are all free to
deci de how you want to expend your piece of this. | share some
of the point...the beliefs, | guess, t hat Senat or Smith
expressed as far as the cost effectiveness of keeping senior
citizens in their homes.  This is not a program that anybody
woul d want to argue against particularly. s do, | think, have

a frustration that all of us share sometimes with federal
mandates that come down and ask us to spend noney on things that

we m ght prefer to put it elsewhere. ess in terms of just
offering you one...one piece of advice at ng S point, inh cas

you haven't bothered to refer and |I'mjust doing this myself, |fe
you referto the back of the green sheet before you, aswell as
the commttee information, you know we have $8 nmil'lion right now
built in the budget for ongoi ng expenditures. And so it's a
good time for you to think about where you want to spend your
conbi nati on of that 8 million, assumng you accept the

assunptions that's based upon. And so the committee rationale
was sinply we didn't have those nunmbers before us 4i the time

and...but | would caution you to start totaling up your nunbers
so that whatever you put together doesn't g0 gver that
8 mill ion. But | th~nk we have an obligation to the senior

citlizens and we al so hgve an  opligation to kids and somehow
we've got to nmake this bal ance so we don't mmke the tax burden
so bad on those that are paying for it that they can't carry it.
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