Narch 12, 1990 LB 1031

General Funds for '89-90 and $35, 697 General Funds in fiscal
90-91. The appropriation to the Attorney General's Office is
reduced by that anmount in '89-90 and $26975 jn '90-91 hic

results in a sero net inpact in '89-90 and an increase of 3’39&92
in '90-91.  The purpose of the increase in the Department of
Wat er Resources budget is to hire a staff attorney to assist the
Director of the Department and the Attorney General's O fice in
Platte River litigation issues. VWhile the Attorney General
would still continue to represent the state, the in-house
attorney woul d conduct research, conpile information, prepare
| egal documents and represent the departnment at public foruns.

It is estimated that platte River litigation jssues consume
about 30 to 50 percent of the director'stinme now and 20 to
30 percent of the state hydrologist's time. |t is believed that

hiring in-house | egal assistance would allow the director and
the state hydrologistto spend a greater portion of their tinme
on their other duties. Agency 30, the Electrical Board, is a
new i tem added by commttee amendnent. The agency reported that
they had experienced an increase in insurance costs due to two
enpl oyees noving fromsingle fanily to famly coverage, sng the
change represents $5 200, the actual cost of that difference.
Agency 33, Gane and Parks Commission, jnpcluded in LB 1031 on
Pages 58 and 59, also included in the conmttee amendnment are

unds providing to begin a pultiyear effort to _ reestahlish
trees, shrubs and grasses destroyed by the fire at Fort Robi nson

State Park. The amounts appropriated are 37,335 in General
Funds, 28,165 Cash Funds in '89-90 and 26,505 General Funds g4pq
19,995 Cash Fundsin '90-91. Item 2, conmittee amendnment, the

federal minimmwage is scheduled to increase from the current
rate of 3.35 an hour to 3.80 per hour on April 1, 1990 and to
4.25 per hour on April 1, 1991. This will increase wages paid
}:0 dOUf Seasqgmd Parkgsﬂgpgoyess- Agda?diti?nal $1, 400 Gener al
unds are provided in - and an additiona 74844  General
Funds are providedin '90-91 to fund this |ncre§sed8 sal ary cost

that cannot be absorbed by the agency. T | limt. i
Program 617 is increased $1, 302 and $4, 847 pﬁ t he ta\/\rloyreé[;gcti ve
years. An additional committee amendment covers a

classification review conducted by the Department ,f pgersonnel
which resulted in the reclassification of six Game and Parks
Superintendents | to Superintendents I1. The resulting salary

and benefit costs are funded b¥ i ncreasing the General Fund
appropriation 4,639 in '89-90 and $7,880 in '90-91. The salary

limt is also increased by 4,097 in '89-90 and 6,958 in '90-91.

The original appropriationfor the current biennium in luf.
funding to open the Nahoney State Parkin the spring o% égg
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