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cancellation of the public hearing on LR 258.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Senato r B aack , p l e a s e .

SENATOR BAACK: Ye s , Mr. Speaker and co l l eag u es. This
resolution, I don't know if you remember the other day w e h ad
the resolution of Senator M cFarland , whe r e he wanted t he
Department of Revenue to issue the numbers about the bonuses and
everything that were paid over the years. T hey have s i nc e don e
that and he had a resolution, the resolution was referred to
committee. The Reference Committee referred i t t o t he
Government Committee, a nd w e had sche d u l e d a h e a r i n g f o r
tomorrow on that. But t h e . . . . A n d I visited with Senator
McFarland about it, the Revenue D e p a r t ment d id i s sue t h o s e
numbers, so at this point we feel no.. . that w e ha v e no reason
for a hear i ng t o be held tomorrow on this issue. So thi s i s
just to suspend the rules and cancel that hearing that was to be
held on LR 258 t omorrow. Thank you.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h ank y o u . If there is anyone that would like
to speak to that motion, please r aise y o ur hand . Senator

SENATOR McFARLAND: Ju st briefly. I did visit with Senator
Baack about this, and we visited about whether, even i f w e hel d
the hearing, there could be any legislation proposed that would
change and clarify the language about what is public information
and what is personal information. And we came to the conclusion
that we probably couldn't introduce any legislation this session
anyway. So, to save time and to. .. for t h e con ven i e n c e of t h e
committee itself in having to hear testimony on something that
would necessarily come up in legislation for next yea r , we
thought it appropriate just to cancel the hearing. I would
commend the Department of Revenue f or dis closing ' the
information. I h ad hoped that they would have done it sooner,
but they have complied with that. The information is public,
and it can be interpreted and debated according to the wishes of
those persons that are concerned about it. It seems appropriate
to me that those expenditures of public funds should be made
public. They were made public this time. It seems to me that
the proper role of the Revenue Department is not to be involved
in the matters of politics and trying to be a sp o kesperson o r
group o f spok e spersons for a particular candidate. Their
function is to administer the tax dollars that are paid to thi s
state, and that is their primary responsibility, a nd I h ope t h e y

McFarland.
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