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Legislature to have the final say on capital expenditures r
education, once a total appropriation has beenapproved by tf%

| egislature, the final budgetary decision ON the instructional

program bel ongs with the Board of Regents." And he goes on to
give reasons. "Deci sion-neking authority for the curricul um
allows the regents to operate as educational | eaders of the
state rather than as political |eaders. 1" Il come back to that
word "political” in a minute. "This authority allows the
regents to conplete the job which they begin each’year early in
the budget process, and gives them true authority and

accountability in the coordination of higher education, aptly
defined by Senator Warner as 'the power to, if needed,

A final reason for vesting programmtlcal and deci si or¥ nankl ng
responsibility is the favorable environnent his authorit
presents in recruitingand attracting a top quaﬁ Ity un| versi t{/
president, as well as retaining and attracting a high_ caliber
facul ty. W t h such key decision-maki ng and coordi nati ngpower s
being placed in the political arena, topnotch adm ni st rators and
faculty may not viewour university system s desirab

summary, our suggestion is that the legislation be nDdIerd to
pl ace final budgetary approval of all capital projects with the
Legi slature, but to place the authority for curricul um decisions
with the Board of Regents follow ng the Legi sl ature's approval

of the total instructional' appropriation.' omrent on
that is that we are all political, the regentsgre political,
the people who are appointed to any of these boards are
political. So the use of the word "political”, | understand

what they are saying, but | don't think that that ,s really a
good point to make, because when you are tal king about tax nbney
of any kind and appropriations of that tax noney,and the use
for public institutions and so on, the process is political.

But | do think that the point he makes about allowing the
regents to operate as educational |eaders of this state is ~ygry
i mportant . And so, for thatreason, | will again support thi's

amendment. Thankyou.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  Thank you. Nr. Clerk. Menbers of the body,
we do have a priority notion on the desk, but |'dexercise the

Chair's prerogative and go to another notion which
handle, if there is no objection, before we recessfor Funch
Senat or Baack has a notion to handle. r. Clerk.

CLERK: Nr. President, Senator Baack has a hearing schedul ed for
| believe Wednesday or Thursday of this week. pyrsyant to that,
| have a motion to suspend Rule 3, Section13 to permt

10847



