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requests come up through the Legislature and t o t he Gov e r n o r .
By and large with that exception, both at the state college
level and at the university level, requests f or e xpan s i o n are
almost always program s peci f i c and c amp u s speci f i c .
Occasionally, there are requests for equipment that a re a c r o s s
the board. But if you...during the course of a budget hearing
almost inevitably there is an explanation made as t o g e n e r a l ly
t hose ar e a s whe r e t hat will be used. In addition, I have
another concern, and that is the system we have now is at least
a ve r y ope n s y s t e m. Amendments that I think almost all of you
are...will recall that most of the amendments, not all, but most
of the amendmegts that are offered on the floor, just as the
requests that are made by the institutions, are program specific
and project specific, and, in fact, we will be dealing with some
motions already on the bill this year, w hich a re p r o g r a m
specific and amount specific and campus specific. With t he
adoption of this amendment, that type of action on the part of
the Legislature could only be done for informational purposes
and not particularly binding, as some members of the Legislature
m ight like to se e . But neither do I look at a consolidated
budget as some magic answer to avoid.

. .

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR WARNER: . . .mischief. I am very well acquainted with an
individual who has t he p r i nc i p a l j ob in the state higher
education system, with their statewide board that, in fact, does
have the consolidated budget proposal. Recently I was visiting
with him on another matter, nothing to do with this, and I j u st
c asual l y ask e d wh a t h e h a d be en d oi n g t hat d ay . And h i s
response was, well, he had been meeting with the Governor and ,
I believe as he said,selective legislators, or something to
that effect, explaining how they propo...he w a s p r opo s i n g to
distribute the consolidated budget by campus prior to the time
that the Governor or the Legislature had e nacted , b e ca u s e
obviousl y t he r e was not going to b e t he votes to make the
distribution, or the Governor was not going to sign the b i ll
unless they had some clue as to how those monies were going to
b e a l l o ca t e d . So what y o u ' re pr opo s i n g by i t i n t h e
consolidated budget, in a political sense, is very likely that
you pushed the decisions somewhere outside of the public view
r ather t h an t h e system we have now which certainly can be
misused. But I believe firmly that the b est w a y y ou pr ev e n t
misuse of a system is to make sure that that system is as open
to the public, through the media, a s you poss i b l y c a n have i t .
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