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research university to have a truly statew de presence. \yithqut
the Medical Center, an NU presence in Oraha woul d be absen% or
all practical purposes. There would be an ever-increasing
tendency for the <citizens of the state'slargest city and the

| eaders of the state's largest corporation to think of UN-O

UNMC as their university and not think of UNL as a statew de
resource that is charged to serve their needs, It  fur+Der
continues, freestanding medical universities are somewhat
uncommon in the United States, anda clear preference has been

shown for maintaining structural relationships with a
conpr ehensi ve research university. The great mmjority of

freestandi ng medi cal universities/schools h ave failed Yo achi teQ/%
reputations of quality and distinction. \Wsile 55 niles separat e
the two campuses, nodern tel ecomunications and i mproved
commuting tines make this distance seemfar less today {pan it
has actually been for most of the | ast 88years since the
Uni versity of Nebraska Col | ege of Medicine was established. A
separate president and poard for the Medical Center would not
even have been proposed if UNMC physical plant were in 4 pear
the City of Lincoln, and this is a point | made earlier, gsowhy

in this age of instant communications, should 55 nil es beconme
the basis of a separate structure? we have the University of

Nebraska Law School . We have the Dental School. \yeeven talked

about the Nursing School. They are a part of UN-L and would be

under the sane board of trustees. | think it is appropriate
that the...

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR McFARLAND: ...University of Nebraska Med Center also
cone under one board of trustees and it js such an. i mportant
concept and such a necessary concept that | believe it should be
part of the constitutional anendnent rather than a part of sone
kind of statutory provision that would be subject to change in
future years at the whimof the Legislature. Thisis an

i mportant area that should be approved
Nebraska. This should be included as part of b%,hatthgneﬁgr%)nlte ar?(fj

then if there is any change made in the future, it should be
done with the approval of the people of the State of Nebraska.
It should not be just a part of a statutory structure, It shoul%
be a part of the constitutional structure of the State of
Nebraska, not subject to change but subject to a permanent 454
lasting rel ationship. | think it's an inportant concept, gne
that needs to be enphasized and enacted and, for that reason,
would urge a vote in support of conbining the UNN-L and UN Med
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