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PRESI DENT: Thank you. Senator MFarl and, please.

SENATOR McFARLAND: Yeah, thank you. This isn't sonethi ng that

is just thought of recently. This has beena suggestion by a

number of people and, from ny understanding, it has been
suggested to Senator Warner and perhaps to Senator Wthem as

well, by several people. and | have passed around an article
t hat was taken from | think it was the

February 26th. It's a public mindirticle that was witten by
Dr. Charles S. WIson. He is a candidate for the Board of

Regent s. He is someone who has worked with the Conm ssion on
Hi gher Education for several years and hei s author of many
reports and many recomendations. | ul d '”ﬁ to just read
fromit with respect to the proposal of con ning UNL " 5nd the
Uni versity of Nebr aska Medical Center. He says, regardless of
what ever reshuffling occurs in the coordination gnd governance
of higher education in Nebraska, it is essential that the
Uni versity of Nebraska-Lincoln and the ynj versity of Nebr aska

Medical Center remain together under a single governing body,
excuse me, under a single governing board and a  single chief

adnministrative officer. This makes sense because these two
institutions are the only ones with a broad stateWde ,gje and
mission. They are the only institutions with major research

capability and responsibility. TheY are the only doctoral |evel
institutions. Researchand doctoral programs gye increasingly

interdisciplinary efforts, and the |inkage between these two
canpuses woul d be a benefit to both. The combined UN-L, UNMC
conprehensive university would al so be an institution conparable
to its regional peers, the University of Kansas, Mssouri,
Okl ahoma, etcetera. | might add, all of themhave a board of
trustees or a board that governs both the university and the
medi cal centers in those particular states. Another i mportant
reason for keeping these two campuses together as a single
institution is the poli tical jpportance of Nebraska's
comprehensive research university having a trul st at ewi de
resence. If UN-L and the Medical Center are separated and
y ~separategoverning boards, and separate chief adninistrative
officers, the University of Nebraska, aswe know it, would no
I onger have any presence in Omha whatsoever. The(ﬁerception
n

that there is a connection between Omaha and the Linc campus
woul d even fade nore than it already has. This is not an idea
that has not been circulated. | have another letter tpat was

circulated and | believe sent to sone of the comm ssion nmenbers,
and it's dated the 28th of February, gyggesting this very sane
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