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di rect appropriations back to each of the institutions, then the
function of the Board of Regents is really as an advi sory board.
They don't have the final authority on how those funds shoul d be
distributed and, in effect, the |egislature has the final

authority. The theory of LB...or of LR239CA is to have the
Board of Regents be the coordinating body for the seven
institutions and then each of the boards of t{yrustees of those
institutions be the governance structure,gs | understand it.

I't seems to me that if you really want them to be the

coordinating authority, you have got to give the Board of
Regents the power and the'final discretion on "how those funds
woul d be distributed to the various canpuses. And that is the
basis of this amendment. | think it's a very inportant
amendrment. There are...there have been sone articles witten in
the editorials expressing a concern that if you have the
Legislature making the final determination as to howthe
appropriations are distributed, then you increase the
possibility for each institution to make the so-called end run
around the Boardof Regents and go directly to the Legislature
for an appropriation. Let me give you an exanpl e. Say one of
the state colleges, for exanple, made a specific request to the
Board of Regents, the new Board of Regents that woul d be forned,
and asked that the Board of Regents consider this funding
request for their specific coll'ege. |[f the Board of Regents
denies that request and in its budget request to the Legislature
does not include that particular request from that state
college, then there...underthe present structure, there would
be a great deal of...well, a great deal of encouragenent or at
least a tendency of the sState college, if theyreally wanted
this particular budget item to bypass the Board of Regents 4,q
o directly to their senators in the Legislaturefromtheir
istrict, or whatever, and request that the Legislature overrule
the Board of Regents and make that funding request anyway. And
they would have that authority and they woul d beencouraged to
do it because the Legislature would be the final say in who nmade
t hose budget deci sions because the Legislature woul d appropriate
that noney directly back to the state coll ege. On the other
hand, if this anendment were adopted, you woul d di scourage those
so-called end runs on the Board of Regents because any [unmp sum
appropriation that cane back to the Board of Regents would then
be distributed by the Board of Regents. The Board of Regents
woul d have the final discretjon on whether to appropriate a part
of that lunp sum back to the specific state ¢ol|eges or state
college that we're using in this exanple. If we' rereally going
to give the Board of Regents sonme kind of authority to control
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