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that prevailed. | believethere was another amendnent that \as
consi dered, failed.

PRESI DENT: Per haps what we should do, Senator Wthem ould vou
like to bring us up to date on the bill with the anen ment¥ as
it sits now? Whuld you like to do that, please.

SENATOR W THEM Yes. 1 will be as brief as | can,
Nr. President. | appreciate the opportunity to do this.
LR 239CA is a proposed amendnent to the Constitution hat i1
inmplement the report fromWdmayer and Associ ates 0 di(\:ivthe
review of Nebraska's higher education system | pight add that
the reconmendations were sonewhat altered, amended. and then
adopt ed unani nously by rhe Conmission on Hgher  ©£q,cation that
was appointed by the Governor and by the Legislative |Execut|ve
Board to overseethe study. The recomrendations, basically,
very briefly, they create a new Conmmi ssion on Hi gher Education
to serve as a forumfor higher education issues. Theycreate
Board of Regents over the seven senior |evel canpuses that w I?
have coordination authority over those canpuses, being gpe to
enforce role and nission course of ferings, program offering
types of decisions, sonething we do not have now at  has an
teeth to it, and it would create on the indivi dua‘ campus | eve
boards of trustees that would provide the governance for the
specific institution. On Friday, late in the afternoon, we took
up the committee amendnments. W considered a Warner anendment
to the committee anendnents dealing with the student vote issue.
I think the debate, for one reason or another, got a little pjt
of f target. The War ner anendnent, in no way,shape or form,
took away fromthe bill the ability for the people to vote on
whether ~ they want yoting student trustee menmbership on these
i ndi vi dual canpus boards of trustees. \at the Warner anendnent
did is it separated that out as a separate issue for the gters
to vote on as opposed to it being integrated within the
full...the full amendnment. Sonehow the debate got off on should
students have the right to vote or ghould they not have the
right to vote. If the Legislature endorsesthe comittee
anendnments and LR 239CA as it is currently drafted, the citizens
of the state will have an opportunity o decide whether the
want the students to be voting members of these boards o
trustees. So the Warner amendnent did not strike that from ;4o

committee amendments, it nerely separated it and allowed it to
be considered separately. That i s, Nr. President, m
recollection of the pertinent facts around the bill and its

progress to this point.
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