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by t h e Gove r n o r, and I would argue that the fact that we
currently have. a student Regent who is a nonvoting member would
be probably the historic precedent that shows t h a t y ou woul d
never have a student appointed to the Board of Regents. I mean,
there is nothing that prohibits a student from being appointed
to any open position or any appointed board or commission, any
appointed political office, for that matter, that should be
vacant while the Governor is presiding. But what h appens? I
mean, you don't see that take place,nor would you see it take
place in an appointed Board of R e g e n t s. Th er e i s n o t h i ng
magical about being elected to a position, whether it be elected
office to be a policymaker or any other type of elected office,
one that is administrative or executive. T hat doesn ' t g u a r a n t e e
that an individual has the expert i s e , t he bac kg r o und or t h e
brains to handle that position. That's one of the reasons I
have always supported an appointed Board of Regents b e c ause I
don' t have any problem with the Governor having the ability to
designate those individuals who they think should be mak i ng
t hose d e c is i o n s , in this case for our institutions of higher
education. Nor do I have any problem with allowing a student
representative to vote on those issues that affect those same
institutions. To separate these two out continues t hat d ou b l e
standard t ha t we recognise and we try to fix partly by saying
we' re going to let students be on here b ut no t as a v o t i ng
member. The y' re going to be ex officio in everything that they
do. They can come. We will coddle them. We will rub their
head, as someone said earlier, and tell them they did a good job
but we' ll let them introduce resolutions, but we won't let them
deal with the nuts and bolts that affects the institution and
affects them. The fact of the matter is that that isn't fair.
You don't have an elected board anymore if LR 239 should pas s .
You have an appointed board and you ought to have a student on
there that votes. T he a r g ument , a s Sen at o r Warner c l e ar l y
pointed out, goes away although he wants to have these two voted
on sep a r a t e l y . I do n' t think you should do that. I t h i n k
LR 239 is a complete overhaul of our p o s t s e c ondary e ducat i on .
We have had an i nequity that's been in place for a number of
years. We need to correct that. Committee amendments do t hat .
I think the committee rightly made that change and offered it as
part of LR 239 to be adopted. What we' ll do here by adopting
Senator Warner's amendment, w hether i t pas s e s o r fails on the
ballot, s hould it get t here , we wi l l continue that
discrimination because I would call it discrimination. It
clearly falls in that category of separating one class of people
out and making them totally different from another, because not
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