March 8, 1990 LR 239

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senat or WATr ner , foll owed by
Senators Schimek and Johnson.

SENATOR WARNER: M. President and nenbers of the Legislature, |
want to expand a little on the issue of student voting and \yhat

has occurred in thepast. And | indicated to Senator Haberman's
question earlier, historically, | had opposed this kind of
legislation and, in fact, | have but it was not on the basis of
\é\het her or ?(I)t students were adult enough to be on the board. |
on't recal ever making that an argunent.

al ways had which | thoughtgwas | egi ti mat egand ti-ll—klle gggumnent aln
el ected board, and that was what the original Bill was that was

folded into here, is that in effect then t{he jndividual as a
student had two votes, one vote for a Regent fromthe district
in which it was a resident and then the second vote on a voting

Regent at the institution. And it seemed to ne that that was
doubl i ng up voting ri_?hts of a citizen which seemed to nme beyond
what was desirabl e. 0 some extent and the ,ass0n 1| did no

vote to strike this, | can viewa little bit ditaISerent appoi ntecti
board and | do not have the same argunent to use on an appoi nted
board of trustees as is envisionedn 239 of double vote. p;
the other thing that should be recalled, peither is there any
prohibition in 239 as it was introduced or as it stands now that
one of the fivemenberscould be a student, 5 more than one.
If the nominating conmission would propose, asis envisioned, or
the Governor could very easily, as a matter of practice, appoint

a student, no prohibition whatsoever. Sowe' re not arguing
whether or not a student js eljgible because they would be
eligible. What the amendnment does do it jncreases the board

from five to six and says one spot shall be reserved for a
student to be a nenber, in effect, 3 practical effect at |east.

But I also believe and we know, in fact it'salready been
indicated, there will be other amendnents to gdd faculty also
and | suppose you could do a variety ofother categories, 544

those are fairly substantive issues which seens to ne could very
properly be treated as a separate ballot item for the public.
amw lling with this amendnent to support the bill 55 it came
out of the commttee with that provision as long as it's a
separate ballot issue. But the issue ia not whether  students
have a right because they have a right to be appointed just |ike
any other citizen who is over 18 would be to be appointed by a
Governor ~and you could well have student representatioc.
with...even if this amendment, even if the proposed anmendnent to
require a student is not adopted. sg | don't think the issue is
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