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Senator Baack, we did travel around the state, r eceived i npu t .
I know he had many meetings with many people over the summer and
we did discover some things that needed to be changed in the
Open Enrollment Act. Primarily because this bill was drafted by
Senator Baack and his office, there are s ome n e ed s f or some
improvements in the bill. So that's what the committee
amendments do. They are primarily clarification in nature ,
clarifying that the choice period for a parent is September 1st
through January 1st, that the proration of the reimbursement
option districts is ba sed on enrollment, not o n a c t u a l
attendance. Those are difference that make. ..they' re like tax
liability and tax receipts, they make a big difference to the
people that administer the programs and we got t he w r o n g one
r eferenced he r e , and those kind of things. T hey are p u r e l y
technical in nature and I would urge you to adopt the committee
amendments. I do hav e one that is slightly more than...more
than clerical in nature which I will be offering as an amendment

PRESIDENT: We have an amendment to the committee amendments.
Shall we take those up now'? Okay, Mr . C l e r k .

CLERK: Mr . Pr e si den t , Senator Withem's amendment t o t h e
committee amendments is on page 651 of the Journal.

PRESIDENT: Senator Withem, please.

SENATOR WITHEM: Okay, the amendment to 843 that is on page 651,
this is a problem, frankly, in t he or i g i n al d r a f <i ng o f t h e
choice legislation. It was brought to our attention by Jim
Cunningham from the Nebraska Catholic Conference. I f you
remember last year, we made to eliminate shopping around via
school districts, we made it clear that they only h ad on e
choice . Th ey cou l d . ..a student could choose or a parent could
choose to send a student to a district other than the s tudent ' s
own o n ce . Th ey cou l d make that choice once and then at the
conclusion of that they had to, if a student d idn ' t like that
choice, the only option they had was to go back to their home
district. A very literal reading of that would t ake a way t he
option of that student who had gone to a neighboring district,
decided they didn't like that neighboring district but wanted to
then attend a private school, a p a r o c h i a l scho o l , t hat t h ey
wouldn't be able to do that. Now this amendment gives them what
we all know is their right to attend,using their own money,
using their own expenses, to opt out of the public system into

to the committee amendments.
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