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Senator Baack, we did travel around the state, received input.
I know he had nany neetings with nany peopl e over the sumer and
we did di scover some things that needed to be changed in the

Open Enrollnent Act. Primarilybecause this bill was drafted by
Senator Baack and his office, there are some needs for some
i nprovenents in _the bill. So that's what the commttee
anmendnents do. They are primarily clarification in

clarifying that the choice period for a parent is Septe grturlesi

through January 1st, that the proration of the reimbursement
option di stricts is based on enrollnment, not on actual

attendance. Those are difference that meke. they' re |ike tax

liability and tax receipts, they make a big difference to the
peopl e that adnminister the programs and we got the wrong one

referenced here, and those kind of things. Theyare purely

technical in nature and | would urge you to adopt M conmitt ee

amendnents. I do haveone that isg|jghtly nore than... nore
than clerical in nature which I will be offgering as an amendnent

to the comm ttee amendnments.

PRES|I DENT: We have an amendnent to the committee amendnents.
Shall we take those up now ? (xay, Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Wthem's amendment tg the
committee anendnents is on page 651 of the Journal.

PRESI DENT: Senator Wthem please.

SENATOR W THEM Okay, the anendnent to 843 that is on page 651,
this is a problem frankly, in the original draf<ing gof the
choice | egislation. It was brought toour attention by Jim
Cunni ngham from t he Nebraska Catholic Conference. If you
remenber | ast year, we made to elimnate shopping around via
school districts, we made it clear that they only had one

choice. They could. . . a student could choose or a parent could
choose to send a student to a district other than the gt dent' s
own once. They could make that choice once and then at the
conclusion of that they had to, if a student didn't like t hat

choice, the only option they had was to go back to their home
district. A very literal reading of that would take away the
option of t hat student who had gone to a neighboring district,
decided they didn't like that neighboring district but wanted to

then attend a private school, a parochial school, that they
woul dn't be able to do that. Now this amendment gives them what
we all know is their ri ght to attend,usi ng their own noney,

using their own expenses, to opt out of the public system into
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