March 8, 1990 LB 642

an answer as to how a waiting period would really be harnful to
the people who do want to have guns for a variety of purposes.
At least to ny satisfaction, they have not been able to do at
and nmy response to themas to whether | would support this or
not has been that, yes, even if it is not extremely effective,
even if it only works in sone cases, | think it is worth a try.
Last summer | sert a survey jnto my district along with a
newsletter and it was a survey on a'variety of topics® pgytone
of the topics was gun control and there was an gverall question
that said, shouzd some form of gun control l|egislation be
enacted by the Legislature? |pnpny district they said
447 people ~ said yes; 106 people said no. Wwhenwe got more
specific about particular kinds of handgun control legislation
they said by 382 to 60, that the possession of Uzis and machi ne
guns shoul d not be allowed for the ordinary citizen. They said,
and this was one they were a little anbivalent about becaa/se it
was anewidea. Somebodydown, some |egisl ator downin Florida
was considering legislation to this effect, should there be a
penalty for adults when a child dies because a gun was not under
lock and key? Two hundred and eighty-three said yes, gnd 156

said no. But the two that, | think really apply to the
legislation we' re speaking of here are, one, should there be a
waiting period before bpuying a handgun? Four hundred and

ei ghty-eight of my constituents said yes, 35 of ny constituents
said no, overwhel ming support for a waiting eri od. When |
asked, should hand guns be registered, 466 of Phem responded yes
and 64 of themsaid no. To ne, although it was not a scientific
survey, it was highly indicative that the people in mydistrict
at |east believe that there should be some efforts to control

the kinds of situations that seemto have grown by |eaps and
bounds, at least in the netropolitan area, but”you ‘(ead about
many hom cides, suicides in the rural areas as well. |'d |ike
to direct the reminder of nmy remarks to Senator Johnson 4nq any
others, if there are any others on this floor, who might still
be undecided about this jssue.. |, too, have had a personal
experience with a death in the fanmily. W young sister took her
life with a gun. It was not a handgun, znda wait ing period in

this case would not have affected anything becausé Phe gun was
readily available to her. But | often thought if he gun

not been there at the nmonent that the desire was there, “that
sister mght still be alive today.

had
my

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR SCHI MEK: And | realize that there are many situations
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