
Narch. 8, 1 990 LB 642

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR NcFARLAND: This particular bill, with the amendment, I
think offers a reasonable restraint. It doesn't prohibit people
who are wanting to purchase arms for lawful purposes. What i t
is directed at and I think where it would have a positive effect
is to try and curtail such purposes when the re a s on f o r t he
purpose is to commit some kind of impulsive act of violence,
whether it is someone coming in wanting to purchase a gun to
commit suicide, or wanting to purchase a gun for the specific
reason that they want to go out and shoot their wife or their
husband or their family member or a friend or an enemy. I t i s
to try and offer some kind of reasonable restraint and establish
a p r o c edure whe r e by one couldn't just go down to the local
pawnshop or the local gun dealer and pay cash, get the gun, and
run h o me or ru n back to a bar, or run back to some kind of
b usiness . . .

P RESIDENT: T i m e .

SENATOR NcFARLAND: . . . and shoo t so m=' .ne or shoot y ou r s e l f .
That is what you are trying to do. ' .think if the bill would
pass, you would see some of these impulsive acts curtailed.

P RESIDENT: T h ank y o u . Senator Wesely, we skipped you a l i t t l e
bit ago. Did you wish to speak?

SENATOR WESELY: Yes, if I could, Nr. President. I a pprecia te
very much the opportunity to speak in favor of the amendment and
the bill. I admire very much Senator Ashford t ak i n g on the
issue, and for all those who support this legislation. I t i s
not an easy thing to do. We have clearly had an outpour in g of
opposition to this measure from those that belong t o t h e
National Rifle Association, I am su re si nce r e and dedica t ed
individuals all, but we have a sincere and dedicated group of
individuals that support this legislation as well, and l e t me
tell you why I feel very strongly that we need to have a waiting
period and some more restrictions on the access to handguns. I
have always felt generally in this way but I had a n e x p e r i e n c e
last summer with a friend of mine who was down in Texas, in
Corpus Chr i s t i , T exa s , and had a ro ommate who developed mental
problems, in fact, and this roommate ended up finally going
berserk and threatening this friend of mine with a gun. Went
out and bought a gun to threaten my friend. Ny friend talked
him out of the situation, got the gun away, and that situation
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