March 8, 1990 LB 642

gotten or have received in ny office. staff has been ver
comuni cative to nme about sone of the calls they have recei vec}l,
and the calls have been in surges. The initial calls when tpis
first came up were fromlots of people who said guns are bad, we
want to limt them we want to restrict themygte for LB 642,
Senat or Ashford's anendnent or bill, | should say. Andthen we
received, after the weekend passed, another surge of calls
saying vote against LB 642, you are trying to take our guns
2\g/|aP/,s we are trying to defend ourselves, all those type of

_ And now in the jntervening days, | am receiving a
smattering of calls on both sides of the’issue. The interestin

thing is that those calls that | amreceiving and the nmessages
that | get clearly show that neither side really understands

what the bill is trying to do. As a matter of fact, when my
staff had asked some of the callers, for example, who were
calling in Qf)poleon to the bill, and said, whatare you
against the bill, and they said, well...why are you agai nst jt?
And they Sa|d, We"aWerSt don't like i1t. It is restricting
our guns and we have got to have them And, well, what about
LB 642 bothers you? And they said, well, | don't know, |
haven't read the bill. Don't know what it is, but I got this
bill from the NRA and I have got to "allin and eXxpress ny
opposi tion. | would guess that phalf or more did not even
understand what the bill is doing. I't is seen in black and

white terms. You areeither, if you vote for |Bg42, you are
going to be portrayed as someone who wants to restrict gun
owner shi p and take guns away from everyone, regardless of how

they are being used, whether it is for huntingor sports
purposes. |If you vote...and that is if you vote for the bill.
I'f you vote against jt, you are seen as soneone who is
sanctioni ng whol esal e use of guns to commit all kinds of (|imes
and all sorts of atrocities. There is a lot of verbal overkill

on both sides, and I can appreciate Senator \ehrbein's chagrin
about the note that was witten to himand about him | \wish
that people could have met Sarah Brady when g¢he was here and
spoke with ~people. Shei s a wonderful person. Sheis a
wonder ful advocate on this issue, whobetter to be an informed
advocate about it assoneone who has been directly affected by
it. | think you would find that the statements that are
a%%ri butgd tfo heE'rh and atttr_i butled %nt?]ot_h sides of this issue are
often made for eir enptional an eir. i i
appeal . Wiat we real l yneed to | ook at 'imgl\lf\he% nglrrwgrr%ggntag
have some kind  of reasonable restraint onthe purchase of
handguns.
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