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solution. There is no other state that has a d opted t h i s
solution the way we have adopted it. It is our way of saying,
yes, people of Nebraska, we are not going to listen to the
lobbyists from the NRA, we are not g oing to listen to the
lobbyists from the handgun control people, we are going to craft
a law that makes sense for us, that solves the problem
identified to us by 87 percent of our citizens who say, we want
some ability to know, we want some ability to know that felons
are not b u y i n g g u n s , . . .

P RESIDENT: Ti m e .

SENATOR A S HFORD: . . .a t l ea st h and g u n s , and that that
individuals who are not felons b ut w ho ar e i n t h e h eat o f
passion have some, some stopgap before they can take that gun
and do harm to themselves and others.

P RESIDENT: Ti m e . T hank you . Se n a t o r H e f n er , p l e a s e , fo l l o wed
by Senator Chizek and Senator Landis. We are o n t h e As h f o r d

S ENATOR HEFNER: N r . Pr e si d e n t , and members of the body, I r i se
to oppose this amendment. The amendment is found on page 1074
but I am just opposed to any gun control measurements. I d o n ' t
think 642 is a good bill. I don't think that this amendment is
a good amendment. I can't see where it is going to help us that
much. Also, we are going to place a tremendous burden on ou r
law enforcement people to do all this checking, and it is going
to cost a lot of money. I have been talking to some sheriffs in
my district. They say that the only way that they will be able
to do this is to add staff,and if they don't add staff, well ,
they won't be able to get out on the roads and the streets to do
w hat t hey a r e s u pposed t o d o . And so, also, it is going t o b e
costly to make these checks,and like for the county sheriffs,
the only way that they can get it is raise property taxes. And,
ladies and gentlemen, this is what this session has been about.
We are trying to relieve property taxes or replace some of them.
Are we go i n g t o fund this? I don ' t see anything in this
amendment or in the bill saying that the state is going to pick
up the cost, and we know it is going to be costly. I feel that
this amendment will build costly new bureaucrac ies acr o ss the
state and our law enforcement people should be on the s tree t s
and on the country roads in my area. Gun control in some of the
cities hasn't worked. Look at Washington, D.C., c rime h a s
i ncreased a nd t h ey have all kinds of gun control. Homicides
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