March 8, 1990 LB 642

and those are the three guidelines or the three criteria that we
have put inthe bill. First of all, what are the problens? |
refer to the Thursday, March 8th addition of the ajJ
and this a guote from Captain Curtis, Chief CurtiQs o
the Lincoln Police Department. "| supported this bill minly as

a cooling off period, he says. Curtis said that in the past
four years 11 people in Lincoln bought guns the gay pefore or

the day they killed thenselvesor someone else."” i
isn't a problemthat is a Nebraska problem 1 really 8\r’1v"tf LES\E\/

. - and
when the bill came up before about the case where an i Adi vtlodugie
went in to purchase a .357 magnum having had just ggsaulted a
police officer two days pefore, and when he went in to get a

permt for his gun at the oOmaha Police Departnent, it was
deternmined that he was, in fact, the person that assaulted the

police officer and he was stopped from buying the gun. These
exanples proliferate across the state. There mav be...| notice
Senator Hefner has sent across the rooma letter ¥hat shows t hat
sone police officers nowthink this is not a very good idea, but
I would suggest to you that the vyast majority of enforcement
offic ials, law enforcement officials across the state, both
county sheriffs, police departnents, and the State Patrol,
support LB 642 as a seven-day waiting period or as a permt to
purchase which is now the anendnents to LB 642. gsowhat are we
trying to...you also have in front of you a handout ichis the
testinony froma M. Kuntzelman, whoi s nowin the Nebraska
State Penal Conpl ex, whowas involved in shootinghis wife, gngd
has suggested to the people of this state that sone sort of
wai ting period is inportant, and he is an inmate who has (irect

know edge of his own acts and of others. Nowwhat are wetryin
to accomplish by LB 642 as it now stands witw these arreném%/ntg

if they are adopted and, basically, it is the following three
things: First of all, lawabiding citizens have a right to know
that onl | aw- abi ding citizens can possess firearmns.

t hat righ){. We have Igaws in effect \Rhich we have had ighegf?g(\:/te
for years which say that felons cannot possess or own fir€arns.
There is absolutely no way to check that now other than the
filling out of a formwhich nost felons are not going to, if
they are intent upon buying a gun, are not going to fil |l out
truthfully. In January, 18 people were stopped in the Oraha
system from buying guns. |n February, several persons were als o
stopped frombuying guns in t{he Omaha system We want to
check...the people of the State of Nebraska want to make gyre

that felons are not buying guns. The only way nowthat we can
ensure that felonsare not possessing guns i's if we catch tﬁem
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