March 8, 1990 LB 642

SENATOR ASHFORD: Thank you, M. President, and if the body
woul d just bear with me for at least a few mnutes to just get
the gist of what the amendnents are to LB 642, andthen you can

goon about your business after that, but | think it is
I nportant to Just get an idea of what we are trying to
acconplish here in these amendnents. Fjrst of all, let nme just

meke a couple of prelimnary comments. This bill, LB 642, was
on General File for a long period of tine, for over a year. We

had a couple of hearings on it, discussed it thoroughly. e
went over the discussion of the constitutional amendment gng

whet her or not this bill would be constitutionalor not, gpq
that was discussed at the tine of the |ast debate. Thenin the
| ast couple of nmonths this bill has becone sort of a tennis ball

in a tennis game between the National Rifle Association, gngne
si de, and the handgun control people, on the other side, and
that has been extrenmely unfortunate. | know that | have been
called everything froma Communist to an Orwellian to an effete
liberal snob, to everything else that could be dreamt to call ne
and that goes with the territory, but | think there are some
things | would like to nention. one is that, and, of course

this bill has becone the focal point of |obbying by both groups,

very strong | obbying by both groups, and | know Senator Smith

anq Senat or Wehr_bei n were the beneficiaries of | etters to the
editor in their paper concerning this issue. And |l believe
Senat or Bernard-Stevens was as well, pavbe others were, and |

think that is extrenely unfortunate that that happened. Because
what we are trying to do here in LB 642 is, 5n4 Senator Chizek
I know, will talk about this later, is we are trying to craft ,
bill that will address problens that have been brought to us by
Nebr askans, problens that have been brought to us by the people
of Nebraska overwhelmingly supporting some sort of wai ting
Beriod for the purchase of handguns, problems that have been
rought to wus by |law enforcenent across the state, by nedical
personnel across the state, by the teachers across the state, by
the retired citizens who have said to us, we want you to do
sonething about violence in Nebraska, not just in Omha, pot
just in Lincoln, but all over the state. And | said the other
day when Senator Abboud had his bill on the drive-by shootings,
and when | supported that bill, | said to the body that that

one part of the puzzle is toughening up the laws for firearm
related felonies. But there is another side or p| ece to the
puzzle and that is is why this bill is before you. there are
three problems that have been identi.  or three guidelines or
standards t hat have been identified to us by Nebraska citizens,
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