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their sole business to be.  .provide day care services, and of
course, they should belicensed. But the ongoing question is,

you know, at what point does a provider beconme 4 professional,

they need to be |icensed. Now obviously if you' rein the
business and caring for, youknow, eight, nine, ten children,
seven, eight children, | nean, that's a full-time job, that' s
your job and you should be |icensed like pan other
professionals across the state. ©n the other hand, ¥or t hose
people, | hesitate to say mothers pecause it's not always
mot hers obvi ously, and for those people that provide for fewer

nunber of children, isn't necessary for themto be licensed.
And | guess the argunent that weare trying to nmake, that, no

they don' t, if they only care for five or fewer children. Also.

| think Senator Lanb will probably make this argument more
strongly than me, given his district, is that tRete are. when

you get out in a further area of the state there are more and
more problems with being |licensed. (Opvious|y when you get in
what | will call upstream Nebraska, given ny linted amount of
adj ectives | can use to describe thatarea, there is a problem
Wi th access to license providers in sjtuations |ike that, andso
the amendment is rather straightforward. The reason | am

involved is those of you that have foll owed some of the press
accounts obviously | have a particular concern iH mv district
been

where there has been a situationwhere there ha a nunber
of providers that knowingly or unknowingly \ere not |icensed

were turned into the departnent. The department found themin
violat ion, gave theminitially a limted amountof {inwe to do

sonething about jt. These people obviously were not exactly,
one, do not want to be licensed; two, do not feel it necessary
to be licensed and the%/_felt that if you raise these mininum
nunbers up, they could confi

nue to provide care 4 the have
And so with that, | think the anendment is si rrp?e. It ychange's

that number fromfour to six, or basically says you can care for
up to five children and not have to be |licensed gy the State

Nebr aska. So | know Senator Lanb has sone ot her comments and,
Senator Lamb, if you would like the reminder of the gpening
you can be my guest. '

PRESI DENT: You have six mnutes, Senator Lanb.

SENATOR LAMB: Thank you, M. President and menbers, yes, gq

Senator More has explained, this amendment does g simple
thing. It raises fromthree to five the nunber of chi Pgren {Thpat

a caregiver can take care of without being licensed by the
state. You will remenmber that a few weeks zg90 this body did
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