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with Brad, pardon me, with Don and Brad and talk about h ow we
want to proceed on this issue. M aybe Senator A s h f o r d h a s some
comments he'd like to make. He can have the rest of my time, or
I guess he follows me.

S PEAKER BARRETT: S e n a t o r A s h f o r d .

SENATOR ASHFORD: Just real briefly, I will need, as Senator
Johnson, will need some time to take a look at this and talk to
Senator Wesely about it. I have the same concerns, though, that
w e bui l d a b u r e aucracy up h e r e in the Department of E c o nomic
Development and not direct our attention in the way that I think
we should, which is out in the field, helping Nebraska companies
find markets in Europe or in Asia. Let me...I think the answer,
possibly, could be that we would rely on other agencies of state
government to p rovide to our tradeofficer names of companies
that want to do business in Europe or Asia, and that it's not
necessary t h at we fo r m a no t he r ag en c y to provide that
information to our trade representative. I t h i nk , i f we . . . I
agree, we n eed a coordinating office,a nd maybe we do n eed t o
add a pe r s on o r t wo t o our economic development office in
Lincol n o n t he i n t er na t i on a l t r ade s i d e . But I still think that
the effort ought to be getting away fr om creating another
bureaucracy, dealing directly with the companies that want to do
business i n E u r ope or As i a . And I think a lot of that f unct i o n
can be performed by, for example, the University of Nebraska.
And I know they are dealing w ith a lo t of food companies ,
developing food products in Nebraska. I don ' t s e e wh y we wou l d
have to pass that through another agency before we get t o t h e
trade representatives. So I understand Senator Wesely's concern
about not having backup in Nebraska, but I think. . . I d o n ' t wa n t
to allocate a lot of funds to creating another agency w h e n we
could...money that should go d i re c t l y t o on- l i ne s ervi c e s
provided in those countries and finding the best possible person
the we can find to try to di rect. o ur Neb r a sk a companies t o
marxets in those areas of the world. T hank you .

SPL'AKER BARRETT: Th ank you . A ny ot he r d i sc u s s i o n ? Senator
W esely, w o u l d y o u l i ke t o c l o s e, p l ea s e ?

S ENATOR WESELY: Y e ah , y ea h . Mr. Speaker, I simply haven't had
time to talk to Brad or Rod on this. It isn't fair to bring the
amendment up without having that chance, and I think we need to
bring in the Department of Economic Development and s ome o t h e r
folks. And so I would withdraw the amendment at this time.
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