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with Brad, pardon me, with Don and Brad and talk gpout how we
want to proceed on this issue. Maybe Senator Ashford has some

coments he'd like to make. He can have the rest of ny time, or
| guess he foll ows ne.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Ashford.

SENATOR ASHFORD: Just real briefl Yy, 1 will need, as Senat or
Johnson, will need sone time to take a look at this and talk to
Senator \Wesely about it. | have the same concerns, though, that

we build a bureaucracy uphere in the Department of Economic
Devel opment and not direct our attention in the way that | think
we should, which is out in the field, helping Nebraska conpani es
find markets in Europe or in Asia. Let me...| think the answer,
possibly, could be that we would rely on other agencies of state
governnment to quvide to our tradeofficer names of conpanies
that want to do business in Europe or Asia, gnd that it's not
necessary that we form amother agency +to provide that
information to our trade representative. I think, if we...l
agree, we need a coordinating office,and maybe we do need to
adda person or two to our economic developnment gffice in
Lincoln on the international trade side. Byt | still think that
the effort ought to be getting away fromcreating another
bureaucracy, dealing directl’y with the conpanies that want to do
business in Europeor Asia. And | think a |ot of that Nénction
can be performed by, for exanple, the University of br aska.
And | know they are dealing with a lot of food companies,
devel oping food products in Nebraska. I don't seewhywe would
have to pass that through another agency before we get , {he
trade representatives. go | understand Senator Wesely's concern
about not having backup in Nebraska, but I think. | 4on't want
to allocate a lot of funds to creating another ggency when we
COUlId...n:Dney t hat Should go d|rect| y to 0n.|in.e services
provided in those countries and finding the best possible person

the we can find to try to direct. our Nebraska companies to
marxets in those areas of the world. Thank you.

SPLAKER BARRETT:  Thank you. Anyother discussion? Senator
Wesely, would you like to close, please?

SENATORWESELY: Yeah, yeah. M. Speaker, | sinply haven't phad
time to talk to Brad or Rod on this. It isn't fair to bring the

amendnent up wit hout having that chance, and | think we need to
bring in the Departnment of Econonic Developnent and gsgme other
folks. And so | would withdraw the amendnment at this time.
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